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Concauum Cappo-Cloacorum, &c. 


True- ELL met, Neighbour, What in Zuerpo 2 I 
mor VI cannot but admire how well thoſe Caps and 


_ that pretty. Apes-cloak, becomes you, upon 
my Reputation, I cannot but look on you, 
you'r ſo ſpruce to _ | 

Cappo-cloak-man,. > what ail you to (tareſo? did 
you never ſec one'in ſach a Dreſs before ? 

True-man. No traly, not very often : For that Dreſs was 
out of faſhion (I thank God ) before 1 was capable of ta- 
king norice of it. | 
+ Cappo-cloak-man. I ſhould thank God that it was as much 
m-fathion as ever it was. For I carmot but honour the pre- 
cious remains of thoſe glorious times, when the Saints enjoy- 
ed their Priviledges to the height ; 2p e.) When they bound 
their Kings in chains, and their Nobles in Fetters of Iron, 
even according to the very Letter: when we kept Szbbaths 
to the Lord, but no Hely-Days: and when our holy Faſts 
and Prayers were always anfwered with the next days F 
pon the good things of the Wicked,which the Lord was pl 
to ſend us, by thoſe precious wayes and methods of his own 
chafing, ( as one of our Brethren did then well call them ) 
| viz. thoſe which the Prophane call Sequeſtration, Confiſcati- 
c ##, Plundering, and Decimation. 

2 Trae-man, Well, I cannot but think that a Gown and 
} Caflock, and a Canonical-Gindle, is a much more grave, ſo- 
| lemn, decent, and honourable Habit for a Clergy- man. - 
Cappo-cloak:man. 1 "Wy your thoughts, but tote} 
2 you 
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(2). 
you the truth (which is not our common method ) I have 
not heartily loved” Gownz, &c. ſince Dr. J:O: then Vice- 
chancellor of Oxford, did ſo zealouſly and learnedly de- 
clame againſt them, as rags of Popery. Oh, that precious 
wan, whoſe very name is enough to ſanfifie-the Brophane 
Title of Dear: ! Had you but ſeen with what earneſtneſs ho 
paid off the Whore of Babylon, how he laid himſelf forth with 
all his-might upon her, and ſtript her from all her rags, you 
could not but have been willing , not only to\have'pyt off 
your Gown, but your Breeches too, rather than have complied 
with thoſe Sons of that Whore, the Papiits, in any Garment 
that they wear. Oh, I can never forget that. moſt precious 
Specch as long as E-have a day to live? 

True-man. Hold; Neighbour, hold. Don't be too much 
tranſported-wath the remembrance of that glorious. Diſpen- 
ſation. How can any. man but be- abundantly ſatisfied 
with ſuch an eloquent Oration, that the Gown, ee. 3s the 
mark of the Beaſt > But you ſeem not only to have a 
diflike to. the Gown mm general, but to the Crape-Gowr: 
in. particular. Now ſeveral of thoſe Gentlemen you have 
a fling at in your Book ( I believe ) never wore a, Crape- 
Gown in all their Livesz and I never read that Crepe- 
Gowns were the particular faſhion-amongſt Papiſts 3 and 
therefore you would-do very well, either to.get the Learn- 
ed Door to make another Speech, ({ which it you can' get 
him to be Dear of Chriſt-Church again, I-doubt not but he 
wall readily do) particularly works Crape-Gowns ; or elſe 
ta give us in ſhort your particular Reaſons againſt them. | 
'  Cap-cloak:man. Why-— now I think on't---It hath always 
been the privilege of our Party, to do things for which we 
can give no reaſon. Ask me for Reaſon ? Don't you know 
that we have nothing to do with Reaſon, nor ever had, nor 
ever.will have? therefore reaſon me-no'more reaſon, for. if 
you do, Ill. be gone, ; - | be N- 
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(3) 
' Trae-mar. Not ſo haſty, Neighbour, ſtay a little, I-pray. 
you. I beg your Pardon, that I was not ſo well. acquainted- 
with the-priviledges of you Army-Saints, and your Choleing 
and do affure you, that-ztwas not in any derogationto your: 
dear Priviledges, but for my own fatisfaftion, that 1 gave- 
you this trouble. _ | | 

Cap-cloak-man. Well, well, if it be for youg own Inſtru- 
Ction, do-you ſee, I. ſhall give you ſome ſatisfaftion in; this 
weighty matter, | | 

Why--firſt, your-Crape-Gown 1s too. light, and that ( you. 
know ) though it may do well enough for a Siſter, yet is 
not to be endured ina ſubſtantial-grave-brother. For (mark 
ye me ) Lightneſs and Gravity do no more agres than Light 
and Darkneſs. ers 

Then, Secondly, your Crape-Gowr may be ſeen thorough 5 
and of all things in the- world, we Saints hate the Wicked 
ſhould.ſcethorough us : for as:it is well hinted, Crape-Gown. 
part. 2. p. 26. ſince neither the Piety of David, nor the Pru- 
dence-of Solomon, could'keep them from falling ſo- fouly as 
they did with . Women, how do'we” know but .it may be 
any of our Caſes, and. that we may not come off ſo ſound 


| as they did 2! Now then, what . a« great. Folly, yea, I ſay, 


what a/Madneſs is it for us:to wr Garment my h 
which our Imperfe&tions may ;be. utterly laid open to the Fe- 
male Saints, and ſo our Perſons be ar ot ps as. our 
precious Dodrines ? yea, I'ſay, our precious Perſons be re- 
jected \- would not this be a very great madneſs--- yea---and 
no' ſmall folly. 2 ; 226þT Uh ror 91A © Sets 55 
Thirdly, The-main cauſe why! apr Sober party do,not love 
Crape-Gowns, way be this, that - to wear them. would be an 
intrenchment upon- our Chriſtian Liberty 3 for you know 
the Faſhion: came up- in obedience to the. late AC for the 
knprovement iof Woallen-Manufactures, there. being no, other 
Woollen-ſtuff ſa:.cool and fit for Suyuner as, Crape,, Bur 
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(4) 
ou know we are better taught by our elder Brethren, K»ox 
Td kanes, as well as*by our Fathers, the: Pope, the 
Catdirils,/ and all-the Jeſuits, than to obey Civil Magiſtrates 
in Teqeſraſtical Canſes. No, No, we underſtand the fiyeet- 
mdf Liberty berter than fo. 4 
True-man. Well ſaid, now I thank you that you deal fo 
plainly with' the 3 for, I well perceive, there the Shooe pinch- 
& with you : you have plainly diſcoverad. your falf (p. 4. 
Crape-grown, part 2, ) where in excule for the Loyal preaching 
of the Leviter, - (as you pleaſe, out of your abundant Civili- 
ty and Kindneſs, to call the Clergy of the Church of Exge 
land) you make Prieft-Love ſay, The Scripture commands 
Obettience to the Government, they are commanded to preach 
the Scripture, therefore they are commanded to preach Obedience 
to the ent 5 to which you anſwer, That is to ſay, in 
Civil Aﬀairs they are to preach gexeral Obedience to the Lews 
and Government. Now what (I pray you) doth this im- 
ply, but that in Ecclefiaſtical Atfirs they ought not to 
preach Obedience to the- Laws and Government ? But, in 
the name of Oliver's Ghoſt, why not as well in Eccleſiaſtical 
Afﬀairs as m Civil? Who but the Or you this di- 
ſtintion, or thoſe that leam'd' it from them ? Is there any 
ſuch diftm&ion m'the Writings of the Apaltles? E.there not 
fich a Chain of all Aﬀairs;/ as that there can ſcarcely be any 
matter but” may, m ſome fort or another be Ecclefiaſtical as 
well as Civil? So that either me be = 
to Civil Magiſtrates in all matters, /a/zu zeutis, or ele mn 
none at all. Are not all Laws that are enacted by the Civil 
Power Tightly call'd Civit Laws ? Why then. are not.thoſe 
Ads of Parliament which command all men to come to their 
own Pariſh-Church to worſhip God, and to behave them- 
ſelves there in fuch decent 'and orderly manner as our Latur- 
gy preſcribes,” which is eſtabliſhed by, Add of. Parliamens, -as 
wall Civil Laws, and conſequently, as' much to. be obeyed 
: as 
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as any other 2 Why. are not Laws for the ſecurity of our 
Religion/as readily to be obeyed as thoſe which are made 
far the ſecurity of our Property, and as fully: to be: execu- 
ted ? There cannot certainly be any reaſon of difference to 
any man who does not ſet a much higher value upon his In- 
tereſt than upon his Religion. Nay, have we not ſeen that 
your dear Brethren of the Kirk of Scotlard,under the notion 
of Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, brought in all manner-of Afﬀairs of 
State,and by the Decrees of their National. Synods, controll'd 
= \— Ty of their omg —— and pom_— ſo 
r, till ' at length, raiſing Horſe and Arms, to - againſt 
bis Majeſty, was the great Kirk-matter which thy met toge- 
ther to compleat? | ut 1 
Cap-cloak: man. Had I not a very great command of my 
lf, thorough mercy, I ſhould not have the Patience to: hear 
one word more from you, or to ſtay one Minute longer in 
x nan 
 True-man, Why Neighbour >: What's the mattcy:>, How 
have L hurt you? Have you ſome old Sore about you which 
$ touched a little too hard ? I affure you, Neighbour, it was 
m_ if I did, and therefore I pray you be a little paci- 


 Cap-clogkeman. Unawares? (fay you): Why you'r:always 
rubbing our old Sores. How do you think they can ever 
heal if you will be always picking and ſcratching of them ? 
True-max. Corrofives are ſometimes neceſlary, eſpecially 
where the Sores are cloſed up. with dead or p Fleſh. 
When I ſee you ſenſible of your old Faults, and endeavour: 
to-amend them, I can be very willing: to give my felf the 
quiet as not. to.diſturb my Neighbours : but, when in your 
Scriblings you will be infinuating the fame Principles that 
have been the Authors of ſo much War and Blood-ſhed 
yes > us, I cannot help it if you hear of. the old Pradtiſes. 
that followed from them. Ps 
ap-- 


(6) 
' Cap-cloak:man. 1 wonder you will not ſee that theſe Prin- 
ciples are utterly rejected by us, even in that very Book you 
mention; ee''the diſcourſe of Loyalty, pag.'6. ibid. where 
the Authov ſaith, [think there is no Diſſenter in England ;that 
would n10t 'be accounted a Rebel, but would confirm it to his 
Prince, with his Heart, his Hand, and his Purſe: and what 
he means. by-it, you. have in the former words, vis. Ar obe- 
dience to Commands, enjoyn'd by the politick; Conſtitmtion and 
Frame of Government 3..and this he _ moſt-learnedly, 
from the derivation of the word Loyalty from Lex. 
True-man. But all this, I doubt; 1s but one, and the faireſt 
{ide of the Party,which he would have all-men to ſee.---Thus 
far I believe him, That there is no Diſſenter in England that 
would. be accounted a Rehel ; for, thiey-love s Suceelful-Re- 
bellion, which they can. ſoon. call by the Natne of the Good 
Old-Canſe; the Canſe of God, which he hath ſo manifeitly, ever 
againſt all ; Pho tion, declared bimſel to own, by caſting down 
flrong - a the Powers on Earth ; as'they have for- 
merly, without ſo much as ever wiping their Mouths after it, 
canted oftentimes in their 'Sermons: before the two Houſes: 
and the Army. And let me deal 'freely with you, neighbour 
Cap-cloak, How can we believe thoſe Mens bare Words 
whom.no Oaths can hold ? A Shaft.-Aſociation polbly thight 
hold them ; but, if that will not, I know :nothitig but” af 
Halter that can : Now, that this is the'truth of the Buſineſs, 
look a little farther, and you will plainly ſee 3 -for after, in 
the Name of all the Diflenters, he hath promiſed to confirm 
an Obedience to Commands enjoy d by #he:politick Conſtitution 
and Frame of Government, with Heart,' Hand, and Purſe, un- 
der the Penalty of being accounted Rebels; yet immediately 
he deſtroys his own very Principle of Loyalty. by endea- 
vouring to ſubvert all Eccleſiaſtical Juniſdiion-: for, faith 


he, (in. 13. tbid.) this being the: chief Satiifattion' to the Ci- i 


vil Magiitrate, it ſeems hard that Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiion 


ſhould 
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(7) 


ſhould make ſuch an heavy clutter for her far leſs inconſiderable 


mite of a Coercive Power.Now Neighbour put on one Cap more, 
(I beſeech you) that is, your Confidering-Cap, and tell me 
where, according to your own Notion of Loyalty, we ſhall 
find any ſuch thing mm your Party, who in your Obedience 
to the Civil Magiſtrate take no notice of Ecclefiaſtical Laws? 
For, is not the ſettled Religion of the Nation, the true Pro- 
teſtant cauſe, one main part of the politick Conſtitutions of our 
Nation? Are not the Canons of our Church, and our Liter- 
gy, and Ceremonies ratified, commanded, and enjoyn'd by the 
politick conſtitution and frame of the Government of our Neti- 
on, (1. e.) even by Parliaments themſelves, as welf as any 
other Laws whatſoever £ Confirm then your Loyalty to your 
Prince, by your hearty obedience to his Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
or elſe by your own Conceſſion I muſt conclude, that you'r 
of that number of Diſlſenters who would be accounted Rebels ; 
and 1 muſt needs fay, that you'r the firſt of them that ever I 
met withal: for, though moſt of them (I have too much rea- 
ſon to believe) vols if their Brethren the Scots laſt Infur- 
retion had proſper'd, have beer: Rebels, yet they have now 
generally more Wit, than to deſire to be accounted ſo. 

Cap-cloak-man. Nay, Nay, good Neighbour, not ſo bitter 
and cholerick (I beſeech you) againſt the Sober People of 
God in our Land: your Paſſion hath ſo far tranſported you 
that you have not Patience to read on; for if you had, you 
would find that they do acknowledge the Tithes of Onity, 
Love, and Charity to the Charch of England. 

True-man. Aye, ſay you ſo? a blind man would be glad to 
ſee it. Where do we ſee in their Aﬀtions any fach Tythe 
paid 2 No, No, they cannot ſo much as ſpare their Mizt, 
Cummin, Annjs,to their lawful Miniſters, becauſe they reſerve 
all to be paid to thoſe of their own way, not of the Church 
of England. But however, methinks that a great Tythe of 


Obedience, as well as the ſmall Tythes of Love and Charity, 
B ſhould 


(3) 
fhould be due from them to. our Church, which was mainly 
founded by the firſt and beſt Martyrs/for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion. X $250 | | 
14 loak:man. This is acknowledged too in the ſame 
Page; only he tells you, they cannot come to Church to pay 
it, becauſe your Pnlpits are like ſo many Beacons, where je 
raiſe ſuch a Flame that they are afraid of the Country's coming 
in upon them, 

True-man, Why > What's the matter with them? They 
are not afraid of hanging, are they? They know well 
enough they need not fear that, for their old Crimes are 
pardoned, which they cannot but know, did too well de- 
ſerve it 3 for greater than they were cannot eafily be com- 
mitted : and yetT am very confident, they might communi- 
cate, if they would do it quietly and orderly, with moſt of 
the Churches in or near 7 gone A and never ſo much as be 
put in mind of any of them, if their own guilty Conſciences 
did not accuſe them, But a bad Excuſe (you know Neighbour) 
1s better than! none at all z for one would think, xf they 
were truly penitent for their Faults, they could not be fo. 
enraged by their being told of them. | 

Cap-cloak-man. But further, you'r told (pag. 7. ibid.) that 
they will conform, and that one Mr. Read hath led the way; 
and that he tells you himſelf, That he had adviſed with his 
Brethren of the Miniſtry, who did acknowledge the lawfulnefs 
of uſing the Liturgy 5 and that his Principles are theſe, That 

bedience to the Magiitrate, in things lawful, is a Duty, that 
a Form of Prayer i lawful, and that Communion in ſuch Church- 
6 is lawful. 

{rue-man. I ſhould be glad to ſee theſe Principles put in 
practiſe by him and his Brethren the Minifters. When I ſee 
they come to their Pariſh-Churches, as the Law requires, and 
do joyn 1n the Liturgy of our Church, 'and in all the Acts 
of Communion with her, then I ſhall have ſome Reaſon to 


(9) 
think they have ſuch Principles : but, whulſt they go on to 
make Diviſions amongſt us, to ſet up Conventicles againft 
our Churches, and Altar againft Altar amongſt us, I cannot 
help it, if (notwithſtanding all the pretences of their Prin- 
ciples) I ſtill believe-them' to be the moſt ſenſclefs, hypocri- 
tical, and perverſe Schiſmaticks that ever the World knew : 
for, I muſt needs tell you, theſe mere promiſes of theirs will 
never obtain any Credit amongſtus,that know how frequent- 
ly they have falln off from nuch higher Obligations; and 
how much further than barely ſaying and acknowledgin 
the lawfulneſs of Communion with our Church, ſome © 
them have proceeded, and yet have continued in their Sepa- 
ration. As for inſtance, Mr. Baxter in his Care of Church- 
Diviſjons, hath (by ſuch Ar ts as neither he, nor any 
Diſſenter, can ever fully cndvrer) proved, not only that it 1s 
lawful, but a Duty to unite with our Church; and yet in- 
ſtead of practiſing accordingly, he hath ever ſince kept up a 
Schiſmatical Conventicle, nay, hath made it his buſineſs to 
undermine, not only the Reputation of our moſt eminent 
Church-men, but the very Foundation of our Church itſelf; 
witneſs his Pamphlet againſt Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermon, and 
his whole bundle of Lies in his H:i#ory of Epiſcopacy. I might 
alſo here add your Lay-Brethren, who ( for the ſake of an 
Office by which they may ſerve their Caufe and Party) ſtick 
not at the higheſt Acts of Conformity, (7. e.) the receiving 
the Sacrament according to the eſtabliſhed Rites of the 
Church of Ezg/ard, and yet as ſoon as ever they have done, 
run away from our Communion with as much ſeeming-Zeal 
as though we were mere Pagans, and worſhipped the Devil 
in our Churches: but this is ſo well known to be their com- 
mon practiſe, that I need not further mention nt. 
Cap-cloak-man. It thewr Words and Promiſes will :not do, 
if yow xead on to pag. 10. you may: find full and: fatisfaftory 
Arguments that may convince you that they are real Contor- 
miſts to the Laws of both Church and State. A 
B 2  Irue- 
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True-man, Aye marry Sir, that would be Logick indeed! 
the Philoſopher that endeavoured (in ſpight of his owneyes) 
to prove that Szow was black; or he that would prove there 
could be no ſuch thing as motion, when his Tongue wagg'd all 
the while, (I think) had an eaſie Task in compariſon of this. 

Cap-cloak-mun. Well, well, the Wit of man is much; and 
though your Prejudices may be great, poſhbly if you conſi- 
der his Arguments, they may remove them. 

True-man. Oh! by all means let us hear them. Conſider 
them, ſay you; I will put on twice as many Caps as the fa- 
mous Night-cap-Brother 7. Goodwin ever wore, but I will 
duely conſider them. 

Cap-cloak-man. Firſt then, as to the Civil Law. His two 
firſt Arguments (pag, 7.) clearly prove that the Law-makers 
did never intend thoſe Penalties againſt us that are Diflent- 
ers, but againſt Seditious Perſons: for the Penalty is ground- 
ed upon the Suppoſition that an Inſurretion may be hatch'd 
at ſuch Meetings ; but no ſuch thing was done. Ergo. 

True-man. The Intention of our Law-makers in that very 
A& was grounded upon the ſenſe of what had been done in 
the late times, when our Conventicles had preach'd the beſt 
of Kings out of his Throne and Life, and they well knew . 
that = hath been done may be done again: to prevent 
- Which, they thought it neceſlary to hinder all fuch men, that 
under the cloak of Religion hide their Fadion, from all op- *' 
portunities of doing the ſame thing over again : and there- 
fore, though it was poſſible to be true that none of the Diſ- 
ſenters themſelves have any factious Deſigns, yet becauſe the | 
Papiſts, even the worſt of them, rhe Jeſuits, have diſguiſed 
themſelves under the ſhew of peaceable Diſlenters (as Dr. Oats 
tells us, that twelve of them were particularly ſent into Scot- 
Led to. preach, in the ſhape of Presbyterians, all manner of 
Sedition) they that give ſuch Seditious Preachers all Oppor- 
wnities by their ſeparate Meetings to. raiſe Infurredtions 
among{t 
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amongſtus, do tranſgrefs the very intention of the Law,how- 
ever innocent they may be in their own deligns. 

Cap-cloak-man, Whar, then youmakenodifterence betwixt 
our Diſſenters and the Papiſts themſelves? 

True-nar., The Law (I think-) makes none : For by our 
Laws, all that do not come to their Pariſh-Church, and: con- 
ſtantly conform to the Rites and Ceremomies of the Church 
of England, are called RECUSANTS; whether they are 
Papiſts, Browniſts, Presbyterians, Anabaptiſts, or Indepen- 
dents (though perhaps ſome one particular Law may make 
a difference)the Law in general makesno diſtintion am 
them. For the Liturgy of our Church being eltabliſh'd by 
the Laws of our Land (as is plain by the Ac of — 
whoſoever doth not conform to it, is therefore guilty of the 
breach of the Law, let his opinion in Religion be what it 
will; and of the deſign of the Law too: which 1s not only 
to prevent Seditions, but to eſtabliſh for ever an Uniformity 
m our Church. 

Cap-cloak:man. But you do not take notice what is too 
truly ſaid (p.7. line 28.) that this Law was obtain'd by ſome 
part of the Clergy for their own advantage, &c. 

Trae-man., Take you Difſſenters without an excuſe foy 
your ſelves, and refle&tions upon others, and hang you. But 
It 1s no matter whether there is any ſenſe or reaſon in them 
Or No, it is all one, if they be but fairly infinuated,the mobile, 
or at leaſt ſome of them, will believe them, and that 1s all 
that you care for. For was there ever fo ſenſeleſs a refle&i- 
on upon all our Laws as this is? Are not Bills generally firſt 
paſs'd in the Houſe of Commans ? I pray you how many of 
the Clergy are in that Houſe? Whart,is the Speaker's Chaplain 
alone able to over-rule the wiſtlom of our whole Nation, as 
ſometimes you pleaſe to call the Members of that Houſe? As 
for the Houſe of Lords, there are-but 26 ofthe Clergy wit, 


and is it not very ſtrange they ſhould out-vote all the reſt? 
or 


(12) 
or that by their Intereſt they ſhould oyer-power them? It 
ſeems the caſe is altered ſince they were called the dead weight 
of that moſt Honourable Houſe, and thought to ſignifie little 
or nothing in it. I remember. a worthy Clerk told me ance, 
that a Speaker amongſt the Rakers (whom he vilcly ſuſpe- 
Qed to be a PapiiF) made it his main Argument againſt his: 

ment of Tythes, that the Laws which enjoyned them,were 
made. by the Papiſts and the Clergy. And indeed the objecti- 
on lies equally againſt all our ancient Laws 3 fo that if this 
be a ſatisfactory excuſe, no man can have any. right to any 
thing he pollefies by vertue of any ancient Law in Exgland ; 
For the ſame objeftion may be made againſt them all. Is it 
for this reaſon thar ſome of yon Diſlenters, will not take rhe 
Oathsof Supremacy and Allegiance, nor take any notice of the 
Acts. for the obſervation of the Th:rtieth of Jarxary,or 29th, 
of May? Are not they moſt admirable Subjects, and moſt ex- 
atly obedient to our Civil Power, and great Lovers of the 
King,who refuſe toacknowledge his Power, and to ſwear fe- 
alty to him, or ſo much as to. bewail the murder of his Fa- 
ther, or to praiſe God for his happy return? If theſc are not 
excellent Subjects, I know not where you'l find any ſuch, 
unleſs amongſt the Barditi, or the Wild Arabians. 

Cap-cloak-man. Not ſo faſt (I beſeech you) Let me put in 
a word or two to vindicate my, dear Brethren, who are (for 
all-your aſperfions) precious in 'the fight of God and Man. 
As for thoſe who refuſe to take the Oaths of Supremacy and 
Allegiance, I utterly diſown them: But as for the obſervati- 
on of the thirtieth of ,Jannary, Why fpould. they bewail that 
falt in which they hed #0 hand? This would; be tacit! t9 
confeſs themſelves guilty of it. Andas to the 29th. of May, 
Is it not enough for them who think they have received benefit 
by it, to expreſs their joy and thank fulneſs for it * We loſt our 
Lands and Livings by it, and what reaſon: have. we to keep 4 
thanksgiving for it £ 


True-man. 
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True-4ta1r. If you diſown the firſt fort, why do you own 
fach Principles as may juftifie them? for were not the Cler- 
gy as much ative in making thoſe Laws that enjoyn thoſe 
Oaths as any other 2 As for the queſtion, Why ſbonld they 
[ the Diflenters] bewail that fa# in which they had no hand? 
I ſhall return you theſe few Queries. Had you Diſlenters 
attain'd to an abſolute En had you no fins that a- 
mongſt the reſt of the fins of the Nation might combine to 
pull down God's wrath upon us, and to render-us odious 
to all Nations by the moſt barbarous murder of the beſt of 
Princes? Was it the Cavalier, or the Army-Saint, that perpe- 
trated that Villany? Was it the Charch-man that fought tor 
the King,or. the Phanatick that fought againſt him,that were 
guilty of it? Was it the Jew or Chriſtian that killed our Sa- 
viour? Was Peter that fought for him, or Judas that betray- 
ed him guilty of his bloud 2 1:fuppoſe for the ſame reaſon 
you j6yn with the: Jews, in not obſerving” any day” in memo- 
ry of our Sayiour's Crucitnaton, becauſe you believe that nei- 
ther they nor you were any ways gwlty of it. Forl amfſure 
you may as well belteve this,as that you were no ways guilty 
of the murder of our Royal Martyr. As for the Query in 
your Vindication, for noti'obſerving the 29th.of May,though 
[ believe you will be aſhamed to own it, yet I affure you 
(upon the reputation of a Gentleman)that I have heard that 
reaſon given by a well-wiſher of your brethren, and that I 
do really believe never a Diſtenter of you all can give atruer 
or better reaſon for that ingrateful negle&t. Did you not 
then by the Kings great clemency receive your Lives, which 
were juſtly forfeited to the Laws? and do not too many of 
you enjoy great Eſtates which were other Mens Rights? and 
15 not all this worth I thank you to God and the/King, be- 
tides thoſe infinite publick Mercies the whole'Natiori recei- 
ved thereby ? | 


Cap-cloake 
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Cap-claak:man. You never know when-to have done rai- 
ling, it is ſo natural to yon. Come,come, if you would lay 
aſide paſſion, you would find the Men you ſpeak off to be 
good Men, ati therefore ('as the ſecond Argument tells you, 
pag. 7. ibid.) ſince it was never yet known in the world that 
ever any Civil Magiſtrate made a Law with an intent to puniſh 
any good man, therefore this Law was never intended by the 
Supreme Power againit the Diſſenters. For that they are good 
men is fully proved out of the Pſalmiit, &c. pag.8. 

True-man. Here 1s a demonſtration for you indeed ! ſuch 
an one that will hold eternally, like a rope of Sand. For 
firſt, Did you never hear of certain Heathen Emperours that 
made Laws to puniſh, even with the ſevereſt Penalties and 
"greateſt tortures, all the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity? Or 2dly, 
Can you believe that all thoſe Primitive Confefſors and Mar- 
tyrs were not as good Men as our Diſſenters? And laſtly, 
Do you not know that Men may be very good in the per- 
formance of ſome Duties, that yet negle& thegreat duties of 
peace and ſubjeftion, and may be very wicked as ta many 
other; nay, that Men may be very ſtrict in Sobriety and 


ſeeming obedience to the Laws of God, out of deſign to car- | 


ry on ſore gain or profit to themſelves? Have = not heard 
of the Phariſees, who made long prayers to devour Widows 
houſes; or of a ſort of People whoſe gaiz is their godlinef? 
Was you never acquainted witha ſort of good, godly and ſo- 
ber people, who preached up murder, ſacriledge and rebellion, 
and juſtified in their Pulpits that moſt execrable crime commit- 
ted againſt the life of our late martyred Sovereign  Thele 
might be in other matters (as to all appearance) very good 
Men, and yet (had there not been an A& of Indemnity) 
they do well deferve'the Gallows 2 Do you not know that 
all that will endeavour the deſtruftion of a Church or State 
by drawing in the People to their party, are neceflitated to 
appear as the beſt of Men, to carry on even the worſt - de- © 

| igns? þ 
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ſigns £ Hath not the Devil himſelf beer transform'd into an An- 
gel of Light; and do not his Agents always imitate him ? And 
therefore ſuch as theſe, who under the Shew of Goodneſs 
carry on-ill Defigns (not only becauſe their falſe Pretences 
make even Religion it ſelf become contemptible, and real 
Goodneſs to be thought nothing but Hypocriſie 3 but alſo, 
becauſe where their pretences of Goodneſs are not ſeen 
through, they render them admired and followed, and fo 
moſt dangerous to the Government) ought to be molt ſe- 
verely dealt withall by our Laws. 

Cap-cloak:man. What! nothing from you but Railing and 
Demonſtrations of a Perfecuting Spirit 2 Will nothing con- 
tent you but the Blood of the Saints? 

True-man. This is (I perceive) the general way of an- 
ſwering Arguments from matter of Fa@, by calling it Rail- 
ing; and indeed I cannot blame you : for there is no other 
way by which they are capable to be anſwered. And as 
for your Cry of Perſecution, this is another Help at a dead 
Lift 3 but to deal plainly with you, there is nothing I more 
hate than the Thoughts of Blood ; and therefore I ſo much 
deſire that our Laws may be executed, that it may never 
be in the Power of pretended Saints to raiſe another War, 
and cauſe more Blood-ſhed amongſt us. 

Cap-cloak-man. Well then, what would you have? Is it 
not clearly proved (pag. 8. circ. med.) That the Diſſenters 
are not guilty of any Non-conformity in reference to the Eccleſs- 
aftical Power e 
' True-man. Yes truly, very clearly ; as clearly as he that 
proved thereis a World in the Moon ; becauſe Tobit went 
forth, and his Dog followed him. 

Cap-cloak-man, Nay--- Nay leave your Fooling, 
and conſider the Argument 3 and if that doth not convince 
you, for my part I ſhall give you over as incorrigible. 


C True- 
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True-man, T would as willingly as any man be convinced 
of an Error 3 and ſhalj as readily confeſs it. Go on then; 
Let me not want this Dead-doing Tool of a Demorſtra- 
tion. 

Cap- cloak-man. Lay afide your Prejudice, and I doubt 
not but you may find ita ſufficient Demonſtration. Ir is this 
(ibid. infra) The Law enjoyns the Exerciſe of Religion accor- 
ding to the Liturgy of the Church of England , which contains 
20 more than only Truth; but the Diſenters do ſpeak Truth ; 
nay the Truth of Truth; the Divine Truth; therefore they exer- 
ciſe according to the Liturgy, vid. & p. 9. ibid. 

True-man. See now, what a parcel of Fools our Logicians 
are : For if any Man living can ſhew me ſuch a Demonſtra- 
tion as this from Ariſtotle's Organ, to Keckerman, Bergerſd;- 
cixs, or Herebrood's Comments, 1 will give him leave to prove 
me an Horſe, and will be bound to believe it when he hath 
done. I will give you the ſame Argument in another caſe, 
and do you judge whether it holds true or no. The Law 
commands a Witneſs in any Cauſe, To ſpeak the Truth, the 
whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth. Now ſuppoſing the 
Caſe be concerning Brother Byl's being taken napping with 
a ſmall Girl in a Bawdy-houſe, and the Witneſs upon his 
Oath, ſhall anſwer, by telling a Story of the Victories of 
the Late Uſurper, though perhaps the Story may be nothing 
but the Truth; yet do you think that he hath ſpoke what 
his Oath bound him to, and that he ſwears that the ſaid 
Perſon was fo taken, becauſe this alſo is nothing but the 
Truth 2 

Cap-cloak-man. Piſh, I hate theſe Similies, they never run 
of all Four; and therefore can never be through-pac'd Ar- 
guments. If you can ſhow me by any ſubſtantial Reaſon 
the Defects of this Demonſtration, then you do ſomething. 

True-man, The Argument is (indeed) ſo ridiculous, 
that I cannot find In my Heart to be ſerious in confating 
it 3 
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jt; but however for your ſatisfaftion, I will endeavor it in 
as few words as poſſibly I can. As to the firſt Propoſition, 
viz. The Law enjoyns the Exerciſe of Religion, according to the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, which contains no more than 
what is Truth. I readily acknowledge it, and am glad to 
hear that our Diſlenters do fo too : For then I can ſee no 
reaſon why they ſhould diſſent from that which contains no- 
thing but the Truth. But the Afſumption, viz. That the Diſ- 
ſenters do ſpeak Truth, &c. is a meer Falfity, or elſe a meer 
Fallacy : For if they mean that they preach nothing elſe 
but the ſame Truth contain'd in our Liturgy, and that they 
pratiſe — toall thoſe Rules which you acknowledge 
to be Truth preſcribed in it; then you know it is utterly 
falſe. But if they mean, that the Doctrines they preach are 
true, if we ſhould allow it (which is impoſſible where there 
are ſo many Dodrines preach'd, as amongſt our con- 
trary Sets of Diſſenters) this makes. a new Term in the 
latter, from that which was in the former Propoſition ; and 
ſo concludes nothing at all, but that he that argues at that 
rate, either knows not how to make an Argument, or elſe 
that he hath a mind to deceive, as well knowing his Cauſe 
cannot be defended any other ways: But this 1s ſo dull 
ſtuff that I am weary of it, and am afraid I ſhall be thoughe 
a meer Fool for my pains, for endeavoring a ſerious Confu- 
tation of ſo frivolous an Argument. I pray you therefore 
give me leave (for Recreation-ſake) to tell you a Story 
which is not abſolutely impertinent to this matter. 

Cap cloak:man.' Well, ſay what you will, I am reſolved 
to hear it, leſt I ſhould give you that Advantage to ſay I 
had not Patience to hear you out. 

True-man, The Commonwealth of Birds, to redreſs ſome 
Grievances, call'd a Parliament, where, after they had ta- 
ken their Places that were Repreſentatives, and Elected 
nemine contradicente the _ for their Speaker, —_y 

2 


(18) 


of its excellent Qualifications of calling Names, and Colle. 
ting others Voices : All the Members were called over, and 
made their perſonal Appearance before Mr. Speaker. Amongſt & 
the reſt appears a round fac'd Animal, that look'd as big 
vs a Burgeſs, commonly call'd an Owl. All the reſt of the 
Birds were amazed very much, as not being acquainted 
with any ſuch Corporation that could be repreſented by it, 
Reſolving therefore themſelves into a Committee of Ele- | 
Ctions, conſiſting of the whole Houſe,they began to debate " 
the Matter before the Chair-Bird, who was a Creature of 
the ſame kind with Mr. Speaker. The Swallow,and the Mag- 
pie chatter'd to this purpoſe, that they had flown far and 
near, but never ſaw any ſuch Creature amongſt the Birds. 
The Jay, the Gooſe, and the Jack-daw being allo Lead- 
ing Members of that Committee, _— with the for- 
mer, the pretty King in the Chair was preſently for clear- 
ing the Houſe of ſuch an uncouth Member, and began to 
cry Walk Knave Walk: Whereupon the Owl thinking it 
hard Meaſure, before he was well (en, or at all heard to ©: 
be ejected, began to ſet a good Face of the Butineſs 5 and 2 
raiſing his Ruff to ſhew its Feather, and ſtretching out its 
Neck, to exalt its Voice, look'd fo frightfully, and made | 
fo hideous, loud, and ſcreeching a Noiſe, that all the Birds 
were (o terrified, that they preſently left all their Places, 
and the 'poor Parochete fel} out of the Chair in a Swoon, al- # 
tering its Note from Walk Knave, to poor Pall, and was tw* 
ken up in a very fad Condition 3 and ſo all the Debates | 
ended, and the whole Aſſembly diſlolved themſelves. tl 

Cap-cloak-man. Hey day! What have we here; a Tory- 
Tale to Countenance Arbitrary Power, by rendring Par- :: 
taments ridiculous £ How comes this into the Buſineſs we © 
were talking about? i 

True-man. I pray Neighbour don't-miſtake me : For ..5 |; 
man loves Lawful and Loyal Parliaments. better than ay ; 
iclns © 
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ſelf ; though I muſt confeſs I have no great Veneration for 
Commonwealth-Parliamentsz but the reaſoa why I told 
you this Story, 1s this, to let you ſee how you deal with us 
of the Church of Exg/and: You ſet up a Creature of all Face 
and Feather, to make an hideous Noiſe againſt us, who ſtill 
pretends to be a Member of our Church ; as thinking us 
ſo much to hate meer idle Drollery, Impudence and Noiſe, 
that we will rather ſuffer him to ſay what he pleaſeth , 
though to the utter Diſſolution of the Church, than trou- 
ble our ſelves with ſuch an Animal: For certainly no man 
would have made ſuch an Argument as this, who ever 
imagined that it ſhould be conſidered by any Perſon that 
had Common Sence, unleſs he thought he could Out-face 
any thing, even all Sence and Reaſon. 

Cap-cloak: man. This is ſoon faid, and any thing may be 
ſoon miſrepreſented; but is it not clearly apparent That the 
Diſſenters preach Divine Truth, by that Argument, (p. 9: poſt 
med.) viz. The Church of England teacheth Divine Truth. 
The Diſſenters teach the ſame DoGrine with the Church of Eng- 
land; therefore the Diſſenters teach Divine Truth : How can 
any Son of-the Church deny this, unlc he will deny that 
the- Church of Exgland teacheth Divine Truth ? 

True-man, We of the Church of Exgland do ſincerely be- 
lieve, that our--Church teacheth Divine Truth; and are 
well pleaſed to hear you Diflenters to confeſs the ſame thing - 
For by acknowledging this you condemn your ſelves: For 
with 'what Face can'you difſent from the Divine Truth 2? 
Fhe next Propoſition, viz. That the Diſſenters preach the 
Jame Dodrine with the Church of England we cannot but ab- 
ſolutely deny - For that we think it abſolutely impoſſible 
to be true : For (Firſt) how can the Diilenters preach the 
ſame Doctrine with the Church of Exg/and, when there is 
none' of them but do deny ſome of her very Articles ? (Sec- 
condly) When few or none of them do think —_— 
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bound to obey ſcarcely any of her Canons. (Thirdly, ) 
When few or none of them will declare their Aſſent and 
Conſent to her, Liturgy. (Fourthly) When. many of- the 
Sects of them, (not. to ſay all), do differ continually: in Do- 


Arine and Diſcipline from ane another : And Laſtly, when. 


all of them agree in nothing but in their Oppoſition to the 
Church of Ezgland# He therefore that is not giver over to 
believe a Lye, can never make any true Conclulion from ſo 
falſe an Atſumption. -. '1 TER | 

Cap-cloak:man. You think now you have done the Buſi- 
neſs of this Argument I warrant you 3 but you will find 
your ſelf much miſtaken, if you conlider even the Judg- 
ment of a]l that are moderate amongſt your ſelves : For (as 
you may read it p. 9. circ. fin.) even they confeſs, that as to 
thoſe who purely and out of Conſcience reſuſe to conform, their 
Cirenmſtances are hard. 

True-man, Very well; and what if they be hard? Is it not 
much harder that our Church and State ſhould be endange. 
red by ſuch as deſign their Deſtrution, becauſe ſome few 
among(ſt them may be under Miſtakes, and ſo may'a& out 
of Principles of pure Conſcience ? Suppoſe ſome- Perſons, 
becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, He that provides not for his Fa- 
mily hath denzed the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, know- 
ing they have no other way to, provide for their Family 
but by Stealing, ſhould therefore Liſt themſelves for High 
way-men,andnot only put.this Opinion into Practiſe them- 
ſelves; but endeavor to perſuade all other Men into the 
ſame. It might ſeem hard, that men under fuch Circum- 


ſtances ſhould be hang'd 3 but yet becauſe there can be no; 


Property maintain'd without it,it is neceſlary that it ſhould: 
be done, let ſuch mens Circumſtances be never fo hard : 
The Law cannot take notice of the Conſciences of Men, 
but of their Actions 3 and fince there is no certain Method 
of diſcerning the Conſcientious Fools from gay ory 
nave 
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Knaves, there can be no difference as to their Legal Puniſh- 
ments 3 unleſs -all ſuch as a& contrary to the Law, ſhould 
go Scot-free; becauſe *the Circumſtances of ſome few of 
them may be hard. But (I pray) how are the Dillenters 
Circumftances ſo hard uponthe moſt Conſcientious of them? 
May they not have their Conſciences better inform'd it they 
will? Do they not conſtantly refuſe the Lawful Means of 
their right Information £ Nay, hath not the Law taken 
Care to indulge to their —_—_ Conſciences, by allowing 
them to ſerve God according to their own Conſciences, not 
only with their whole Families, but with Five more Stran- 
gers ? If this will not fatisfie them without making of Par- 
ties, and drawing in the Multitude, as though they were 
muſtering their Forces againſt the Government, why ſhould 
not our Magiſtrates take Care of the Publick, by duly exe- 
cuting the Laws upon them ? YG 

Cap-cloak; man. See further (ibid. [;n. ult., & p 10.)and you 
cannot but acknowledge it very hatd,: That of all the Penal 
Statutes, theſe only againſt the Diſſenters, and not thoſe againſt 
the Crying Sins of the Nation. ſhould be ſo loudly awakened to their 

ces, 

True-man. This is infinuated.. like your felf; by wiping 
oft. the Dirt from your own Party, where it naturally ſticks, 
to throw it upon your Governors. Is this all the Thanks 
they have for their Indulgence to you for ſo many Years, 


| afterſo many Afﬀeronts, and ſo conſtant Provocations, {till 


to be caſting Dirt in their Faces? Who would break their 


| Oaths any longer, to ſpare ſuch an ungrateful. ſort of Peo- 
| ple as theſe are? Do you not belye your own Conſcien- 
| ces by this Inſinuation? For what Crimes are there that are 
' not puniſhed according to the Laws of the Land, when. 
| they are duly proceeded againſt? I am confident you can- 
| not inſtance in one of our Magiſtrages that ever neglect- 


ed his Duty in this kind, unleſs to thoſe of the Diflenting 
Party. 
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Party. But beſides, do you not know, that he that aft a- 
gainſt the Laws, out of pretence of Conſcience, gains Cre- 
ditand Applauſe,and gathers Numbers of well-meaning Peo- 


ple to be his Followers: Whereas another man that is guil- 2 


ty of known Crimes,for which he hath no pretence(though 
perhaps he might have for any thing as much Excuſe as our 
Difſenters have for their Diviſions) does but bring Shame 


c 
: 
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and Odium upon himſelf, and makesall good Men afraid of 7 


his Company ? Now the bufineſs of the — is mainly 


totake noticeof Crimes, not ſo much according to their na- 
tureconſidered in themſelves, but according totheir ill influ- 


ence upon the Publick 3 now then, finceno Crimes can have | 


ſo bad aninfluence upon Church and State, as Schiſm and 


Faction ; why isit ſo hard that the Laws againſt theſe ſhould *: 
be more vigorouſly executed, than againſt any other ſort of | 


fins? 


Om 


Cap-cloak:man. Why,fay you? Read on, read on (pag. 10. | 
#bid.) and you'll find that this renders our Magiſtrates more 


cruel than the T»rk himſelf; Forthe Twrk himſelf, i» the pre- © 


KY 


ſent height of his Tyranny, and Popular reverence of his Mahu- 


metiſme, yet lets the diſconſolate Greeks have the free exerciſe _ 


of their Religion. 

True-man. This is (as you think) home-put indeed : but 
I pray do but confider how miſerably poor he keeps them ; 
how contemptible he renders them to all his Mahumetans? 


what pitiful Cells rather than Churches they are glad to wor- * 


= 
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Mr. Ricant faith in his State of the Greek Church, Cap.1.) no- 


ſhip in, what Tributes he lays upon them for their Religion, 
how he hath rob'd them of all means of Learning; ſo that as 


bo 


ha 
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thing but their ſtrict and conſtant Obſervation of the Feaſts | 


and Faſts of the Chriſtian Church, and their reverence to | 
their Prieſts (things which our Diſ/enters ſeem to make no. | 
thing of) doth preſerve any Knowledge of Chriftianity a- } 
mongſt them: Nay, how barbarouſly they are uſed in Afri- © 
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ca, and more particularly in Aſ#z, by the Tarks ; and then 
let the World judge whether their Circumſtances are like 
unto yours? How glad would thoſe poor Chriſtians be, that 
they had but half thoſe Priviledges of our Church, which you 
Diflenters ſlight and contemn? They would think: they de- 
ſerved the extreameſt Rigor that could be inflicted upon 
taem, ſhould they make a Schiſm in ſo excellent a Church 
for matters of meer. Order and Decency. For the lefler and 
more inconſiderable.our Differences are, the greater is your 
Crime in not uniting with us; and the more Severity you 
deſerve whilſt you continue in your Diviſions, and endea- 
yor to propagate them amongſt us. Farther, the Cale is far 
different as to the People themſelves : The Greek Church 
are but a handful of poor Beggars in compariſcn of the 
Turks, and in no manner of pollibility of raiſing any Com- 
motions or Rebellions amongſt them, the Tark having a 
conſtant ſtanding Army over them; but ours boaſt of their 
Numbers, and Riches, and have already raisd the moſt 
Bloody and Unnatural Rebellion amongſt us, which ended 
in the Murder of the Beſt of Kings, and the Deſtruction 
of the beſt of Churches; and fince God hath been pleaſed 
by a miraculous Power to reſtore us again as at the firſt by 
the Reſtauration of our King that now Reigns, how many 
Plots and Miſchiefs have they continued among(t us? To 
inſtance in no more, witneſs that Bloody Villany ated by 
Venner and his Party in England ; and the late Rebellion 
rais'd by the Field-Conventiclers in Scotland : Nay, they are 
ſuch a ſort of People, that having got an Intereſt in the 
Late Times {how unjuſtly it matters not with them) in the 
Lands of the Church and Crown, and of moſt of the Loy- 
al Nobility and Gentry in Ezgland, their Fingers itch to be 
at them again,and they would willingly venture their Skins, 
to have a fair Blow for them : And that this is the reaſon of 
lome of their Non-conformity I am fully convinced, having 
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with theſe Ears heard one of them confeſs.That if they would 
give him his Biſhops-Lands again,ke would be as good a Church- 
man as any is in England. They have no other way to come 
at another puſh for them, but by drawing in the People 
to their Party, by keeping up Conventicles amongſt us : 
For this I can ſpeak of my own Knowledge, That they wa- 
lue their old Titles to thoſe Lands at ſome years purchaſe more 
than they did before His Majeſties Declaration for the Juſpenſs 
on of the penal Laws againſt them. So grateful are they for 
the King's Favors, and ſo excellent Deſigns do they carry 
on by the pretences of Conſcience! | 

Moreover, the Caſe is quite different as to our Magi- 
ſtrates; our King hath not an Abſolute and Arbitrary Pow- 
er, and a Standing Force ſufficient at the firſt Riſe to ſup- 
preſs any Commotion that may be rais'd amongſt them, as 
the Turk hath ; but he is pleasd to govern us by Laws, 
even of our own deſiring ; and therefore there is an abſo- 
late neceſlity that ſuch Laws ſhould be executed, unleſs we 
would be ruled by the ſole Power of the Sword. Now 
let me refer it to the Nobility and Gentry of Ezgland,whe- 
ther they will continue to break their Oaths in not execu- 
ting our Laws to ſuppreſs Conventicles, and fo force His 
Majeſty(contrary to his Inclinations)to govern by a Stand- 
ing Army ; or whether they will let him ſee that the Laws 
are ſufficient to do it by a due Execution of them? For 
let me tell you Gentlemen, we may talk of Liberty in Re- 
ligion ; but there is no Monarchy under Heaven (that I 
know'of ) where it 1s allowed; where there is not an Ar- 
bitrary Power, and a conſtant Standing Force able to ſup- 
preſs all Mutinies and Seditions that may be the Confe- 
quence of it. Let us therefore confider well at preſent 
(for now is the time or never) whether we will maintain 
our Church and Laws, or whether we will ſubmit to the 
long Sword, or tamely yield up our Lands to them _ 
think 
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think their former Poſſeſſion hath given them a ſufficient 
Title to thoſe Eſtates which they once poſleſled ? 

Cap-cloak:man. Ah Neighbour! have a Care how you 
ſcandalize God's People, the Sober Party of the Nation ; 
and do but obſerve what follows (p. 10. 7bid.) and I hope 
you will be ſorry you have rais'd ſo tedious, fo impertinert, 
(not to ſay ſo) wicked and falſe) a Diſcourſe againſt 
them. 

True-man. The Diſcourſe was forced from me by your 
Impudence, in preferring the Turk to our Moſt Gracious 
King and Governours: Forbear your Scandalous RefleCti- 
ons, if you will not hear your ſelves repreſented as you 
deſerve: For my fart (neighbour) I am not ſenſible of a- 
ny thing I have ſaid, but what is as neceſſary as truez and 
(upon my Reputation) I aſſure you, that as ſoon as you 
can make me ſenfible of it, I will not at all ſtick to recant 
* it; but I muſt needs ſay, your bare word for it (to whom 
* It isas natural to call Names, as it is to ſome Animals to 
grin and ſnarle at any thing that diſpleaſeth) will not go 
very far with me. Let me therefore hear your Reaſons you 
- talk of. 
> Cap-cloak:man, You may find them there to this purpoſe, 
© that notwithſtanding thoſe two ſpecial Fathers of the Church 


= of England, Obſervator aud Heraclitus, make ſuch a Cry a- 


2 Tower-Hil 


* bout Fanatick Plots and Plotters, though the Papiſt-plotters 
* have been —_ enough at the Old-Baily, Weſtminſrer-Hall, 
, and the Gallows ; yet they have not been able to 
+ diſcover any ſuch amongſt the Diſſenters; and though there 
may be turbulent, faTious, and ſeditions Perſons of all Pro- 
= feſſzons, yet it is a great Imprudence to throw away a whole 
: Quarter of Wheat, for the mixture of a Peck of Tares. 
* True-man. In the firſt place (Neighbour ) why are the 
2 Obſervator and Heraclitus call'd the two ſpecial Fathers of the 
© Churchof England ? I verily believe thoſe Gentlemen think 
= D 2 it 


(26 / 


it Honor enough to be Soxs, not Fathers of our Church : 
But I'll warrant you, you think you have made a fine Re- 
fHetion both upon them and our Church ; but let me tell 
you (friend mine) as to them, you had better let them a- | 
lone: For Old Nobs, and Brick Hall. will be even with © 
you one time or an other; and as for our Church,though we © 
own no ſuch Fathers, yet I think they may paſs as well 
for Fathers as thoſe Fathers of your Separation, Father E 
Heth a.Feſuite, and Father Commin a Friar,which in Queen © 
Elizabeth's Time preach'd againſt our Liturgy, and firſt 
cried up that laudable Cuſtom amongſt you of praying by the *: 
Spirit, as you call itz or Father Prin, Burton, or Baſtwick, © 
who were the famous Martyrs and Fathers of your Schiſm: 
For neither of them two have loſt their Ears, nor done a+- 
ny thing to deſerve it, as theſe did. As for Fawvatick Plots © 
and Plotters, Heraclitus (whatſoever you ſay to the contra- © 
rary) Numb. 61. &- 64. bath produced as jolly a Crew of Fs 
them as ever were ſeen at Tower-Hil/, or the Gallows, to © 
which you have not anſwered one word; nor {I believe\ | 
ever can, any other ways than by throwing Dirt, which is 
all the Defence your Cauſe will allow you. And what | 
do you think of Brother Stephen that was fairly hang'd at | 
Oxford? do you think he had not a Plot to render the '* 
King and the Governors odious,who repreſented themin ſuch 3? 
abominable Pictures, and ſang ſuch ridiculous and ſedi-| 
tious Ballads of them ? ortoſumm up all in one, what dof 
you think of the Father of the Aſſociation 2 Was not High 
Treaſon as clearly prov'd againſt him as againſt any of the 
Papiſts, and that by the fame Evidence, 2iz. Iyrbervile and 
Smith, upon whoſe Credit my Lord Stafford loſt his Head ?F 
Talk no more for ſhame of the Loyalty and Peaceablene(s 
of your Party; but now for your pretty Smile which (IF 
doubt not) pleaſes you wonderfully, viz. {5 it not a great 


Imprudence to throw away a whole Quarter of Wheat for the} 
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mixture of a Peck of Tares? To give you like for like, let 
me ask you, Is it not a great folly to take that for a quarter of 
good wheat 11 which there is not ſo much as an handfull of any 
thing but Tares ? For amongſt all your Schiſmatical Con- 
venticles, that act according to their Principles, (l believe) 
it would Puzzle, the Philofopher with his Candle and 
Lanthorne to find any that are, or can be good Subjects 
and good Chriſtians, ſo long as they continue in ſuch a&ti- 
ons : but this I muſt ſay fof ſome reverend Difſenters that 
I know, who though they have quitted their miniſtry 3 
yet conform as Lay-men, and live Peaceably, that they 
are none of that number, and that no man hath a greater 
reſpe& for ſuch then I have, nor would more readily ferve 
them. 

Cap-cloak-man. Truely they are much beholden to you. 
But do you think there are no other good people among(t 
us but onely they ? 

True-man. Yes many ignorant people that mean very 
well (I believe) may be drawn in amongſt you, but it 1s 
their ignorance of your Principles, or elſe of the Conſe- 
quence of them,that keeps them in your Party, and in the 
Prattiſe of any duty to their Governours, or of any reve- ' 
rence to God. 

Cap-cloak:man. Why ſo (TI pray) what can you alledge 
againſt our way of worſhip which is more indecent, then 
ſome things in yours ? 

True-man. Even the ſame that Preiſtlow obje&s to you 
(page 11) viz. the ſitting on your bums with your hatts on 
Jour heads, ſhowing thereby lets Reverence to God, then 
you do to your <qualls amongſt men: would not any 
body that knows it is the cuſtome amongſt us to ſhew 
our Honour to any Perſon by uncovering our Heads and 
bowing our Bodies think tat you were mct together on 
purpoſe to affront God,rather then to pay him any worſhip? 
Caps: 
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Cap-cloak-man. If you would look further even in the 
ſame page you'll find that I my ſelf do blame them for it. 
True-man. Yes, yes, I ſce you do but Ifear it is onely 
a Copy of your Countenance to ſerve your turn at preſent; 
for it you and your Cap-cloak-men do really think it a 


fault, why do they not publickly and conſtantly preach I 


againſt it till it be amended ? but they dare not do this, 


becauſe it would be adjudged by their Maſters the people ! | 
(who have fo often heard ſuch a cry againſt all outward 7 
Worſhip as meer Popery,) to be a deſerting the Good Old © 


Cauſe, and the Fathers of their faftion thoſe precious thorough- 
Reformers of che late times ; and this they know they muſt 
not do, as they tender the Contributions of the Brethren, 
nay, (which is much more) of the Siſters. 

Cap cloak-man. You will never be ſatisfied, (T ſte) with 
any thing but that which is impoſſible for them to do. 
For they might ſooner preach away their Congregations, 
then preach off their hatts- let them alone then and defend 
your fſclves. For if you will read on, you'll find I have 
charged your manner of Worſhip,and Cuſtomes in it, with 
no lets Indecencies, nay Imay fay with far greater ,viz. 
Pew-door-Clappine, and Hopkin's-ballads-ſinging £ 

True-man. But why do you charge theſe upon our 
Church or Churchmen £ Doth our Church command or 


all owany ſuch thing, or our Church-men countenance any ' 


ſuch things in their Scrmons, to the people? It not cl pray 
you) lay the burden on the right Aſs, and you'll ſoon ſee that 
your own backs ought to bear it. 

For (11t) as to ſlapping of pew-doors all the Prayer time ; 
who may we thank for this horrid Indecency but your 
ſclves2 have you not preached the people out of love with 
our Prayers, and taught them that the main of God's 
worſhip, if not the whole of it, conſiſts in nothing but 
hearing a Sermon ? Doth not our Church, enjoin all peo- 
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ple to be preſent at the beginning of the Prayers? and what 
15 the Cauſe of their neglett but your diviſions amongſt us? 
for do not all our Churchmen cry out againſt it ? was it 
not for your Conventicl.s which hinder the execution of 
Church-Diſcipline amongſt us, this would ſoon be remedi- 
ed by making the people perform their duties according 
to the Rubrick and Canons. And this might be done with 
no great trouble, by not permitting any to have a Key to 
a Pew, who are not well affe&ted to our publick Prayers, 
and (as you dire) to keep the Pew-doors open while Prajers 
are done, but not as you ſay (p. 12 )to ſlip them in ſermon 
time; but to ſhut thoſe quite out of Pews who will not 
come to the Prayers, as wc!) as to a Sermon. 

Cap-cloak: man, Ay! but what ſay youto Hopkins and 
Sternhold *s Pſalmes, the common nnſance to the ſervice of the 
Church (vid. pag. 13.) not onely in Loxdo» but all over 
England, a tranſ/ation that hath reviled David worſe then 
Shimei £2 

True-man. They are Children of your own bringing 1:t 5 
the Church, and therefore it 1s very fit that you ſhould 
anſwer for them; they were at firſt tranſlated onely for 
the private uſe of the Tranſlators, afterwards they were 
brought into families, and then by your elder Brethren 
the Puritans into their publick Congregations, at length 
they were by them Printed at the ends of their Bibles, as 
allowed to be ſung in Churches, though no ſuch allow- 
ance ever could be found: and fo have continued 1n great 
veneration amongſt your Party. For it is not long lince 
the ſinging of one of Robin Wiſdomr's Plalms was enough to 
make a man thought a gicat Saint amongſt you, Our 
Church appoints the reading: Pſalms as they are pointed 
in our Common-Prayer-Bookes to be ſaid or ſung in our 


# Churches and no others: but hath winckt at thoſe, becauſe 
Z ſome of them are tolerably-well tran{lated 3 (3s ſuppoling, 


that 
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that where they are uſed, ſuch of them would be choſen 
to keep the People doing of ſomething whilſt the Miniſter 
went into the Pulpit , and to prevent thoſe worſe inde- 7 
cencies of Goſſiping, and gigling in the Church: and there- Z 
fore we do not think them ſo neceflary to the Service of | 
God as to trouble our ſelves with a new Tranſlation of F 
them, becauſe even the old were never authorized by the # 
Church, but were ſneak'd into uſe, in oppoſition to the © 
ſinging of the Reading Pſalms according to her order. 
Cap-cloak-man. Nay, nay, that's not all, Toy ſet muſing - 
in the Veſiry , over the Church-wardens Half-pint till the be- © 
ginning of the laſt Stave of all, believing that God gave you © 
your wozces onely to baul, and not to Sing. ( p. 14 in fine. ) » 
True-man. Hold ( Neighbour Caps ) as for bauling that's |: 
a particular gift of your Splay-montb'd Paſtors ; and your ® 
people do far more admirea manthat keeps them awake by '* 
the ſtrength of his Lungs, then by the ſtrength of his ©: 
Reaſons: and hethat can ſpeak ſo loud as to make the Roof |: 
of the Conventicle to anſwer him, and to make the *: 
Glaſs-windows tremble , he's your powerfull man ! he's 
your able Preacher, he's your Boanerges for the Siſters ? 
Cap-cloak-man. Leave your i(leering and jeering, and an: ©; 
ſwer me, why your Preachers ſit in the Veſtry over the half-\ 
pint till the laſt Stave. Anſwer me man, anſwer. 5 
True-man. What haſt man? how ifI will not anſwer you? * 


or how if I think your queſtion is not worth anſwer-}: 
ing? as you 'reſtout you'r mercitull ? you will not beat® 
mel hope, will you ? # 

If you had put your queſtion thusz why you of the}: 
Church of Ezgland,( who believe that the main of God: 
worſhip conſiſts in joyning in the publick Prayers ) ſit? 
injoying your ſelves in the Veſtrey over a Glaſs of Sack; 
£11] they are quite ended, without any regard to them ? Þ 


This indeed had been a very neceflary queſtion, on 
| or 
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for my part I acknowledge freely, that I am not able to 
give a fatisfatory anſwer to it, and do heartily wiſh 
that they who have given the Scandal would take it off, 
either by giving ſufficient reaſons for it, or elſe by lea- 
ving off ſo Scandalous a pradtice ; for I muſt needs con- 
fe, this is a worſe indecency in our Churhes then any 
that the worſt of our Enemies either have, or (Ithink ) 
can obje& againſt us. But as your queſtion is ſtated , 
you ſeem to take off all that contempt that you had de- 
ſervedly thrown upon that Ridiculous Tranſlation of the 


.Pſalms, and toundoin 2 or 3 lines, all that you had been 


doing in 3 or 4 whole pages. For you ſeem to make 
the Divine worſhip to conſiſt in Singing a ſtave or 
two of Hopkins. For this is the grand fault which you 
charge upon our Clergy, that they do not comeinto their 
Pulpits when the Pſalm is firſt named. Now if this be 
all, it is very cafily anſwered thus. That our Church 
prefer's the Prophet David's words , before Robin Wiſ- 
domes : and that therefore they think they are not bound 
to countenance a non-ſenſical praftice which is contrary 
to her far more neceſſary injunctions: And though they 
have indeed a perfe& averſion to Phanatick harmony, 
;,e. to howling and meer diviſions and diſcord, yet I 
doubt not , many of them have as great a love for true 
Harmony as your worſhip, and believe that God gave 
them their voices, not to baul, cant, or ſing nonſence 5 
but to ſpeak and ing ſenſe, to his Praiſe and Glory, 
notin Sternhold and Hopkins's ridiculous Metre, but in the 
Pſalms of the holy David, 

Cap- cloak-man. But you have forgotten that indecorum 
which I have frequently met with, proceeding from the pride 
and vanity of ſeveral Crape-gown- men, that Preach more out 
of oſtentation then inſtruFion, 1. e. Humming in the Church, or 
Church Huzzaing. pag. 15: 

E True. 
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Trne-man. For an anſwer tothis you fend Preiftlowp. 16. 
to the Obſervator. and FHeraclitus. 

Cap-cloak- man. Well what then # 
| True-man. Why nothing, but that you were ſtrangely 
miſtaken in the perſons. | | 
,  Cap-cloak:man. Miſtaken in the perfons ſay you ? how 
& I befeech you? | bs 


Trae-man. Have a little patience and T1 tell you. You | 


ſhould have ſent him to the Wiſdom of the Nation, and not 
to Heraclitus or the Obſervator. 


: Cap-cloak-man. To the Wiſdome of the Nation > Who are 


they? or where ſhould I find them ? 

True-man. | thought fo wile a man, as you think 
your ſelf could not but have been acquainted with the 
Wiſdome of the Nation 2 Did you never hear of an Houſe 
of Commons ? 

Cap-cloak-man., Yes ſurely, and I hope I ſhall live to 
ſee one again ; but what have they to do with humming 
of Sermons, or Church Huzzaing? | 

True-man. Why, only that they began it at St. Maxy- 
garet's-Weſtminſier , that's all man. 

Cap-cloak:man. That's all ſay you?that is more then I know 
how to believe: what an Houſe of Commons begin ſo---? 

Trne-max. Nay, have a care how you call names; for 
' Tophame is a terrible man : It 1s very true they did fo 
out of their abundant zeal againſt Popery; and for a need 
I could tell you the Preachers too, who were hummr'd by 
them; but I don't think that neceſlary at preſent. 

Cap-cloak-man. But what if they who have larger Privi- 
ledges then other Congregations did ſo? muſt others do 
the like? | 

True-man. I do not underſtand what Priviledges they 
have in- the Church more then any other men, neither 
dolIknow why you ſhould blame others tor imitating thoſe 
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(33) 
whom your Party cryed up for the Wiſdome of the Nation : 
But if you do really believe, that this is one of the pa:- 
ticular Priviledges of that Houſe, have a care how you 
Blaſpheme anyot their ſaid Priviledges by terming it Church- 
Huzzaing ? 

Cap-cloak-man. This wit (I ſee) is an Edge-tool ; a 
Man had need have a Care how he handles it for fear he 
cutts his own Fmgers with it. But however, I cannot but 
ſay that this Hum: is very much like Huzzaing, 

True-man. But don't you know that every likeis not the 
fame? for I could te}i you of one of the Higheſt atts of De- 
votion amongſt the Presbyterians which is much more like 
Health- Drinking, then this is like Huzzaing. 

Cap-cloak-man. Then will I forfeit a Twelve-Moneths 
Contribution. What the Preſbyterians who (in obedience 
to the King's Proclamation) never drink any Healths ar 
all; can they do any thing like it in theic Devotion ? 

True-man, Don't be ſo raſh(Neighbour) to lay Wagers. 
For if you ſhould lay your brace of Caps and your Cloaktovoon 
it, I believe you'd loſe them all. Nay I am miſtaken if 
the I-dependent Brethren don't do the ſame. 

Cap-cloak-man. *Tis impoſſible (Man,) tis impoſſible. I'll 
never believe it till I ſee it. 

True-man. Then to put you out of doubt, you; have 
ſeen it, if ever you received the Sacrament of the Lord's 


$ upper with them. 

ad=cloak: wan. Yes, yes, I have done this ſeveral times - 
but never ſaw any thing like Health-drinking in it.. Surely 
you deſign to perſwade a man out of his ſenſes. 

True-man. No by no means 3 onely I would perſwade 
you to lay aſide your brace of Caps awhile, and rub up 
your Brains a little, and then certainly you cannot bur re- 
member it. 

Cap-cloak:man, Why truly for all my rubbing I cane 


do it. 
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True-man. I perceive then like all great witts you have | 
but a very bad m emory. Give me lieve to help your me- | 
mory, ſince it is ſo ſhort, by a few £yeries. As(Firſt,) How ® 
do you receive the Sacrament, in what Poſture ? "a 

Cap-cloak-man, Sitting. How ſhould we receive it ? me 

True-man. ( 2wer. Il.) In what place do you fit, or in f 
what manner ?} k4 

Cap-cloak: man. We fit round about the Table : Where b. 
ſhould we fitt ? 4 

True-man. ( 2uer. Il)What with your Elbows on the 
Table ? 

Cap-cloak-man. Why what if we do? is not that the moſt 
familiar Poſture , and moſt ſuitable to the priviledges of 
the Saints ? 

True-man. (2ner. IV) Tl aſk you but this queſtion more 
and then I have done with my £2xeries, Who gives you the 
Cup? 

Cap-cloak-man. The Miniſter after he hath drank gives it 
to the next, and he to the next, and ſo it goes round the 
Table, and when it is drank off, he that is to drink fills it 
again, 

, """__ Well now, put all this together and what can > 
be more like the ordinary way of drinking an Health at a + 
freind's table then this i2onely at a perſon of Qualities table © 
you uſe a little more manners then to loll your Elbows | 
upon it. Did you never hear the ſtory of an honeſt-Country 7 
Fellow who obſerving the Cup to have gone round, came 
in great haſte tothe Miniſter and cry'd out, Nay hold Sir,let ; 
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me drink my Land-Lord's Health too as well as you 3 and 
down he pop'd himſelf upan his Breech, ſnatched up the 
Cup and claping his Elbows on the Table, off he drinks | 
it, and claps his Hand on his Breſt, and turns up his Eyes i 
in Admiration of the goodneſs of the Wine, as he had ſeen © 
athers do before ; not knowing that they did it out of 

Sence of Humility and devotion ? [ : 
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I will not vouch for the. truth of the Story, but I am 
ſure a Man that onely Judges of Mens ations by his Eyes 
might very calily be ſo deceived. And now Judge you 
whether this is not a greater ſcandal and Indecency then 
any thing that is praQiled in the Church of England ? For 
ſhame make no more compariſons,till this is Reformed. You 
ſee then how excellent advice Our Saviour gives, and re- 
proof Matt. 7,5. Thou Hypocrite, firſt caſt ont alſo the Beam ont 
= own eye and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt out the 

ote ont of thy Brother's eye. But I had like to have forgot 
one Material thing. 

Cap-cloak-man. What's that ? 

True-man. Onely your great kindneſs to our Clergy 
in ſaying that this Cuſtom of Humming in the Church 
proceeds from the Pride and Vanity of ſeveral Crape-Gown- 
men that Preach more out of oſtentation then inſtru@ion. 

Cap-cloak: man, Why, does it not? how can you deny it? 

True-man. With a very good Conſcience ; for ſuppo- 
fing you your ſelf, or any Cap-cloak:mar of you all were 
Preaching before the Houle of Commons, and they would 
Hum you, how could you help it ? I don't think your great 
modeſty would force you to leave your Subject to re- 
buke them for it; why then muſt our Preachers be blam- 
ed for what they cannot help 2 How can they tell whe- 
ther their Auditory will applaud what they ſay or no ? 
Or how can you tell-that they are pleaſed with any ſuch 
indecency? for my part I verily believe they defire their 
heares would obſerve what they ſay and remember and 
practiſe it,- and not that they ſhould in ſuch a manner 
ſhew how much they are pleaſed at it. 

Cap-cloak:man. Why then do they ſo ſprucife their Ser- 
mons,and adorn them with ſo many flowers of Rhetorick, 
and make ſuch elegant Compoſitions, ſuch exact Periods 


and ſuch witty allufions in them ; could not their hearers 
| be 


(35) 
be well enough inſtrufted without all this to do ? 

True-man. Poſſibly they might, but you know the old 
verſe, Omnme tulit pundum qui miſcuit wile dulci, Which F 
was never more neceſlary to be obſerved then in this age. 7 
All men are not pleaſed with fovenly ſinrilitudes, noiſe , and |; 
dulneſs; and why then fince they -are debters to the learned, 
and the unlearned, (ſhould they not ſur their diſcourſe to | 
their hearers, as well as your Cloak-men do to your ig- & 
norant Siſters ? and where is the oſtentation more in that f! 
then in this ? 

Cap-cloak: man. Now I am come to their ſix-pery-cuts cal- 
led Sermons, and there I ſhall find work enough for you | 
to vindicate them. 10 

True-man. This your Title-page promiſes as the main de- | 
ſign of your Book 3 but | began to think that you writ 7 
as you Preach'd, and have dealt with the Title as your ® 
Party uſe to deal with their Texts, only named it and read F 
it over and never came near it more,certainly you did not 
find ſo many faults in them, nor ſo conſiderable as you | 
would have done; for otherwiſe you would not have Z 
ſpent one half of your Pamphlet before you came to 2? 
main bufinef, though [ know nothing could moreeaſily gra- 
tifie your malice and envy,nor tend more to carry on your 
Schiſm then this Subject. | 

Cap-cloak:-man, Why ſo (1 pray ) why ſo? 

True-man. Why ſay you? there hath been ſo many ſub- 7 
ſtantial and praftical Sermons Preached and Printed, by |: 
the Conformiſts,(that if ſomething had not been ſaid to take 
off their reputation ) the People might have thought that F 
there is as good Preaching in our Churches as in your 7 
Conventicles, and ſo all the fat had been in the fire, for 
they might have returned to the Church again, and then 7 
the ſeparated Contribution would have been a great af- ! 
fiction tothe guts of your Splaz-month'd Teachers 3 ſo = 

| if | 


, * can throw a ſtone into a Well whi 
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if you do not this well, you do nothing ; it being ſo ve- 
ry eafie'a task to find faults ,. or elſe to make them, ſuch 
as ſhall not eaſily be wip'd off , for ( you know ) a fool 

ch an hundred wiſe 


= men cannot get out again, and every Child in the ſtreet 


can throw dirt, ſome of which will ſtick wherever it lights. 
Cap-eloak: man. I think I have done that bufineſs 


A throughly I havelaid it on, do you get it off as you can. 


True-mran, Upon my word ( Neighbour ) you, have 
= laid it on fo (lightly, that a man may blow off all that 
: Fuzand duſt you have caſt upon the Crape-Gown-mens Ser- 
mons with leſs breath then will ferve to cool a man's 
> Pottage. 

= Cap-cloak:man. That's very ſtrange ; if there were'not 
= grand faults in them, why will they not ſell for more 
| then ſix pence, when a Play ſells for double the price ? 


” vide page 47. 


'  True-man. 'Tis very true , and your objection ſignifies 

nothings for if good Plays were as common as good 
Sermons their price would be as mean: and beſides, 
= What fault is it in a Sermon, that men think their recrez« 


- > tion more neceſlary then their inſtruction ? If we ſhould 
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+ turn the argument upon your Party , I believe you 
would not like it: For Iam very confident that one 
might eaſily purchaſe a dozen of your moſt-famous men's 
* Sermons in the Jate times for the price of one Play, 
- and ſo much good may it do you with your half pery 
ents for our ſix-peny. : 
* Cap-cloak-man. Ave Fe, that may be becaufe people 
© are frighted out of their wits, with the name of Pha- 
: natick; ſo that if the Author of a Sermon be eſteemed 
* a Phanatick, ( though every ſentence of it be worth it's 
; weightin Gold) the whole (hall not be thought worthan 
| halfpeny by ſome ſorts of Perſons. 


True-man. 
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True-man. And who can help it? The prices of Books as 
well as other things riſe and fall according to the hu- 
mours of men, or accidents of time - but indeed the ® 
Horrid Villainies of the late time being ſo palpably coun- 
tenanced in Phanatick Sermons, no wonder that they are | 
of no value amongſt all peaceable men and good Subjects, 

Cap-cloak:-man, Hey Ho! What a ſtir . is here with 
Phanaticks, Phanatick Sermons, Phazatick men, and * 
Phanatick women; and all this while xeither Obſervator P 
nor Heraclitns themſelves, nor any body elſe knows , what © 
or who Phanaticks are. vide page 18. a Phanatick is a 
Phanatick , and that's all that can be ſaid. 5 

True-man. What would yoube at Sir? are you for the |: 
Etymology of the word Phanatick, or a Definition , or a ': 
Deſcription of the perſons, and the places where they ': 
live, and the time when to find them ? Becauſe neither 
Noebs nor Harry, nor any of their Admirers of the ©” 

Clergy may be ſo much at leaſure at preſent to ſerve you. }: 
I pray you Sir let me know your Commands, and Iam | 


your humble Servant. ] 
| Cap-cloak:man. Which you will , it is all one to me; 
for I believe you can do all alike, that is nothing like it. 
True-man, What I fail in my performances, I hope |: 
( ſweet Sir ) may be pardoned for the ſake of my ou 
intentions todo you Service; As for the Etymolgy of Pha- 
zatick,, I ſuppoſe it may come trom Paixz to appear, {0} 
that it ſignifies in plain Ergliſh one that appears to be}; 
more good, honeſt, peaceable and holy then really he is; 
or in ſhort, an Hypocrite: As faſyja Deſcrption of him, 
(For I dare not undertake to define him whom no Terms? 
can hold, ) he is one that ſtrains at a gnat and ſwallow} 
a Camel; that is more troubled to comply with an in-® 
nocent Ceremony, then with Schiſm, Sacrilege, or Tres} 
ſon: whoſe Religionand honeſty,(likethat of the Phariſees)? 
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conſiſts in' not being like other men ; whoſe obedience 
in Governours conlilts in breaking their Laws, and who 
acknowledges no Supream but his own humour; or in 
ſhort, asa little Boy ( to anſwer the famousſayingof an old 
Nurſe,) told me, A Phanatick is one who if his lawfull Ma- 
giſtrates ſhould command h1mto go on his feet, wonld (if it was 
poſſable ) go 07 his head. If you go on any St. Sabbath- 
day, you ſhall fimd him at ſome one or other, or all 
the unlawfull Meeting-houſes in London; if on the 3oth 
of Janwvary you may find him at his own houſe as buſie 
as a Bee at his own Trade. And ſo much for him. 

Cap\cloak-man. A man may make any thing of any thing : 
but what's this to the Vain-glorious Humors of the Crape- 
Gown-mer , that they can't ſtay till they have a Volumn 
of Sermons , but muſt be Printing though it be but one 
ſingle and fimple Buſineſs by it ſelf. vide page 19. & 20. 

True-man. Itthe Sermons beuſefulto undeceive thepeo- 
ple, and to deter them from'their ſins, eſpecially from 
the bewitching ſins of Schiſm, and the 41 faGion, I think 
they need no apologies, there being ſo much neceſlity 
for ſuch diſcourſes : For as ill times do produce good 
Laws,fo this good Effet they have too to beget good Ser- 
mons, and that out of pure neceſſity. 

Cap-cloak-man. You can as well be hang'd as forbear 
harping upon that old worn-out ſtring of 41. Though I gave 
you(one would think p. 20. i fine Jlufficient warning of it, 
you will be fathering K7ng-killing-doGrines upon the Pres- 
byterians: but ( p. 21. ) I have fully demonſtrated that 
if they do hold any. ſuch Do@rins they learned them fron 
the Church of England-men. 

True-man, What ! you mear- that demonſtration from 
pedigrees, viz. Edward the Sixth's Church of England-men 
begat Queen Elizabeth's Church of England-men, and ſo 
they begat one another 10 the end of the Chapter ;, and to theſe * 

pre» 
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preſent times, and the Church of England-men that now are 
in being : Ergo the Church of England-men taught the Pres- 
byterians their King-killing- doftrins. How good a Demon- 
ſtration this may be in Heraldry, I know not, the next 
time I ſee .Charenceux King at Arms Iwill inquire of him 
concerning it: But as for Logick, I think you have the 
worlt luck of any man in England ; for the Dezwil-a-bit 
of Conſequence is there in your Argument. 

Cap-cloak-man. As for Rational Conſequences we Diſ- 
ſcenters are not much acquainted with them , for a little 
Simile doth our buſineſs amongſt the apron-people much 
better then all the Logick in the world : Reaſon I con- 
feſs is not our way, but if this be not as ſound andjrational 
an Argument as ever ſtood on 3 leggs, for my part (I 
declare )I will never have any thing to do with Reaſon 
or Syllogiſms again as long as I live. 

True-man, Don't be too conficent: I would not have 


you forſeit your Reaſon at ſo ſilly a rate, unlefs you think 


it neceſſary to Preach to the People in WVew-bethlem: It 
may be you may Preach by the Spirit there, as well as 
Olizer's Porter pray's , and then no doubt but the Cyre 
will be throughly ſupplyed with two ſuch able mer. 
Cap-cloak-man. Do but hear out the Argument, and if 
you be not convinced by it, certainly you're ſo mad that 
New- Bethlem 1s too good a place for you. 
True-man. Well, away with it ( man )) Let's hear it. 
Cap-cloak:man. You may read it ( from p. 21 to p. 23 
cir. fin. )where it isfully diſcourſed, but the ſum of it isthis. 
Mary 2 neen of Scots was brought toa jormal Barr of Ji ſtice, 
Convided , Sentenced, and formally Beheaded by Queen E- 
lizabeth, -and the Clergy were part of the Budy that preſſed 
and urged the Queen 10 kaſten her Execution , nay further, they 
were her Conſeſſors that ſatisfied ber Conſcience in the F 1/7. 
True-man. Whether 2ucen Elizabeth did ever conſult h-:r 
Canteflorsin the Caſe or no, doth not appear inany Hilto: y 
Lat 
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that I have met with ; whether it was conveyed down by 
oral Tradition from her Puritans to your Precbyterians, 
I cannot tell : but ſuppoſing all this to be true, what follows 
from thence ? 

Cap-cloak: man. Do you not ſee? Is it not as clear as 
the noſe on your face , that then the Clergy of the Church 
of England did bold that it was lawful for old Queen Beſs, to 
behead old Queen Mall, who was convided of high Treaſon 
againſt her £ 

True-man. That's right , and follows clearly , allowin 
your Premiſes. But what then? what's this to your buſineſs, 

Cap-cloak-man. Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha! What then ſay 
you? Ha! Ha! Ha! what's this to my buſineſs ſay you ? 
Ha! Ha! Ha! The man's mad ſure, is not this all that 
I need or defire to prove. 

True-man. By your laughing one would think you were 
little better; Hold your gigling man, and let me tell you, 
that all this is nothing at all to your bulineſs you under- 
took to prove. 

Cap-cloak-man. Why, is not King-killing and Queen- 
killing all one? 
 True-ean. Yes,as exattly the ſame as the Presbyterians Do- 
Frine and the Jeſuits in that point, viz. that it is lawful for 


* Subje&s(whoſe Truſtees Soveraigns are, and from whom 


they derive their Power ) to call their Princes to an Ac- 
count, and to puniſh them with Depoſition and Death 
it If, if they are adjudged Tyrannical : But that ever 


; the Church of England-men taught any ſuch thing all your 


Arguments from Queen Elizabeth's-Church-men fall very 
ſhort of proving. | 

Cap-cloak: man. How ſo for God's ſake? how ſo? was not 
Mary 2. of Scots a Sovereign Princeſs ? 

True-man. No doubt but over the Scots She was? But 
what was that to Engliſhmen, or to &. Elizabeth 2 Was 
Queen Elizabeth &. Mary's —_ d 

2 
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Cap-cloak-man. No. Who faith She was ? 

True-wzan, Then what is this to the DoGtine of the 
Presbyterians, that Subjects may arraign,condemn,and exe- | 
cute, their own Soveraign Princes? All that this Inſtance ® 
proves, is only this, That the Church-of-England-Memn in 
Queen Elzzabeths time did hold that it was Jawful for one 
Soveraign Prince to kill another if it be in his Power, and 
if the fatety of his own Perſon, or his Subje&s welfare 
does require it : and what is this more then that it is law- 
ful for one Soveraign to make War with another ? 

Now (Neighbour Cap's)e'en go to HenryCare your Giant 
of Learning ( before you write again ) and learn how 
to make an Argument that may not be quite from the pur- 
poſe ; that you may not ſpend your precious Treaſure of 
Witticiſms ſo much to no purpole in dreſſing up ſuch 
tdle and impertinent proofs. 

Cap-cloak-man. No. I'll go but tooneof your Sermons,viz. 
That Preacked on the —— of the Murder of K.Charles 
FT, 1682. and there I ſhall find an Argument that will do 
my buſineſs, vid. p, 23 and 24. | 

True-man. What's that I pray you?an Argument for King- 
Kitling in an Invedtive againlt-it 2 

Cap-cloak-man., Even ſo; and no otherwiſe. For (p.6, © 
ibid.) be faith, We do not wonder at the puine of Zedechia, wor - 
was the ruine of biz a Crime 0n Nebuchadnezzar's part. 

Trxe-maz. What wauld you inferr from hence ? 

Cap-cloak-man. Onely this, that then the uling a Sove- 
raign-Prince more inhumanely then Killing him 1s no 
great matter 5 and therefore that even according to our 
high-flown-Church of England-men, Princes. Perſons are 
not ſo ſacred. as I thought they had been, 

True-man. You might have eafily ſeen Ins meaning if 
you had Pleaſed. For it is no. more then. this. That. Com- 

paratively to our Crime (wha being Subjects Mirdered our own 
| Prince ) 


(.43 ) 
Prince ) what Nebuchadnezzar did to Zedechia was no Crime 
at all in him. For that in Tedechia's higheſt and beſt condition, 


* his power was but co-ordinate with the power of Nebuchadnez- 


2 zar, but after he was his Priſoner aud Nebuchadnezzar had 
* ſeit'ol his dominion, Ledechia was no longer a Soveraign 


| "Prince but his Subjetf, and therefore his endeavuoring to recover 
* bis loſt Crown was contrary to his gy” to Nebuchagnezzar, 


* and might be pnviiſhed by bits as an the 
! raign Princes have a Aight of Wat one againlt another 
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of Rehelhin. If Sove- 


who can help it 2 Does it therefore follow that Subjeds 
have the fame right againſt their own Soveraign whoſe 
Lives and Dignitics they are bound by oith to maintain 


” even with hazatd of their own ? 


Cap-oloak-mar, Well, but ſpeak like 4 Ty1+-144n now. 
[s there riot a little touch of »onſence in a ſabordinate Sove- 


© rai gn? For there never was,nor ever can be any ſuch thing. For a 
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Soveraigh (p. 24. ibid.) though inferior in Power, is equal in 


* Priviledges and Dignity to the moſr pie at. 


True-man. Well what ther > The not{&hfe is hot his , 
but your own. For he doth no wherein that Serfon (that 


Z I know of) ſay that Zedechia when he was taken Captive 
= by Nebuchadnezzar did (til remain 4 Soveraign- Prince, but 


_ © his very Arguitent doth imply the quite contrary, But 


none are ſo blind as they that will not fee. For you your 
ſelf confeſs that if 4 Soveraign-Prince becomes Tributary, 


8 be is onely Titnlar, and #0 Sovereign. Now had not Zedechia 


not onely loſt his Kindorh, but his Liberty alſo 2 Where 


then was his Soveraigrity ? 
Capicloak-wan. Even where the Anthors Liberty is. For 


win bis Dedication of —_— Sermon, he makes himſelf the 


moſt abje& Slave in the World to pitt a piece of Flattery upon 


Wir Patron. p. 26. 


 Tre-man. What Stavery is this you cry out of at ſuch 


Þ rate 2 If I miſtake not it is onely this: That be acknow- 


ledeeth 


(44) 
ledgeth it as an Honour ;, not onely that he, but all his Anceſtor: 
ever ſince the Reformation have been Chaplins to the Dukes 
of Sommeerſet,and wiſheth(as well he may)that it may continue 
ſo, to all ſucceeding Generations. 

Cap-cloak-man. Bur he expreſleth it, as though he had 
renounc'd Liberty it ſelf that draught of God's gifts to man- 
kind ; onely that he might Flatter his Patron. 

True-man. For. my part, I think it ſo extraordinary 
an Honor to himſelfand his Family; that there are ſcarcely 


any Scholars in England but might well be ambitious of | 
it : and did really think that he had herein paſſed a | 
Complement on himſelf and not upon the Duke, But | 


I ſee Liberty is as dear to a Phanatick as mutts to an Ape ; 
and is not to be parted withal, no not ſo much as in 
Cvility, though it be never ſo much to his own Honour 
and Advantage. 

Cap-cloak:man. If this will not paſs for Flattery, Ill 
ſhow you one that ſhall, or elſe I'll never ſtudy the Aca- 
demy of Complements again as long as 1 live. 

True-man. What | In another Dedication I'll warrant 
you ? It ſeems thoſe Church-mens-Sermons are very barren 
of faults that you're forcedto pick Faults with every little 
Complement in a Dedication. You tell us of Reflexions 


upon Sermons, but we have nothing as yet, but idle Re- F 


fle&tions upon the Epiſtles. One would think Men might 
have ſome Grains of Allowance in expreſiing their gra- 
titude and Civility. If it had been at a Siſters Funeral 
(that uſed to bring you the refreſhing-Tankard-full of 
Cordial after *your - Sabbath-Dayes great Pains and La- 
bours, an whole hours Flattery had 

you even in your Sermon. 


Cap-cloak:man. Well, well, you muſt be finging at | 
old Stories - but this is the very Quinteſſence of Courtſbip, | 


True- | 


the Elixir of Eloquence, &c. p. 26. 
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True-man. Where is this ſight - to be ſeen Neighbour ? 

Cap-cloak-man, In the ville before a Sermon, called 
the Preſent Miſeries and Miſchiefs of Sin. 

True-man. | have read the Sermon, and Iam ſure he 
flatters no Vice that he diſcourſeth of in it. 

Cap-cloak-man, No, I don't charge him with any ſuch 
thing. | 

 _ No, I believe the fault of the Sermon is the 
quite contrary with which you was really angry. 

Cap-cloak-man. Why, the little Vicour (I confeſs) is a 
little too pert upon the ill Conſcquences of Pride (p.29th) 
in producing us as Examples of them. And give .me lieve 
to ſay he is not alittle impudent (p. 26 of the ſame Ser- 
mon)after he had ſhown the moſt miſerable effe&s of 
Schiſme and Fadjon 1n the deſtruction of the Fews in Judea, 
and the Chriſtians in Africa, to tell my Lord Major, &c. 
I wiſh the drviſions amoneſt our ſelves proceeded not from the 
ſame Canſe (id eft, from vialice and Envy ) and that our Ma- 
giſtrates would take Care to ſuppreſs them leſt they proceed to 
the ſame ſad effes, viz. the utter ruin of the beſt Conſtituted 


| Church, and State in the World. Now, what Fleſh and 
| Blood that lives by holding forth at Conventicles (as [ 


do) is able to endure ſuch a Serm9n as this is, without re- 
feting upon it, to blaſt its Reputation? 
True-man. Aye, but then (me it thinks) you ſhould 
have refle&ted upon the Sermon, not upon the Epiſtle. 
Cap-cloak: man. No, yot!'re a fool. Oblique Refletions do 


| a man's bufineſs by ſo much the better, by how much 


they leſs diſcover his deſign. - 
True-man. The Children of this World (lee) are wiſer 
in their Generations then the Children of Light. But with all 


| your Wiſdom, I pray you make out wherein lyes the ex- 
| travagance of theſe his Words to the Lady. wiz. I muſt 
' beg Pardon of zour Modeſty to ſay,that your great Prudence and ' 
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Piety is a ſufficient Guard 7 thoſe Sins which are here 
found guilty of the Miſeries and Miſchiefs of Mankind. 

Cap-cloak:man. Does it not argue a Seraphick piece of Si-- 
cophantiſme to attribute thoſe ſufficiencies to mortal frailty, 
that neither David nor Solomon with all their Prudence and 
Piety could ever boaſt of, being purely Supernatural ? 

Jrue-man. ButCl beleech you Sir) does he any Wayes ex- 
clude ſupernatural Aids? Does he not ſuppoſe the Lady tobe 
a Chriftian ? And therefore her conſtant Devotion ſurely 
doth not any Wayes hinder, but very much . procure the 
Graces of God's Spirit to direct her. For our Saviour 
ſaith, Aſk aud je ſhall have, *c. 

Cap-cloak:man. We may well ſuppoſe that David and So- 
lomon were ſapernaturally aſſiſted, too 3 and yet (zotwith- 
ſtanding all their Prudence and Piety,) we {ce they fell into 
molt groſs (ins. 

True-man, Very. true, their falls were, permitted: that 
all men might be more carcful of: their ſtanding, and that 
none might preſume. And yet I believe many that- have 
neither been Indued with the Wiſdom of Solomon, nor the 
Devotion of David have (by Gods afliſtance) bee; preſer- 
ved from their grand Crimes. To come alittle cloſer to 
you Neighbour, Do you think your ſelf as Godly a Man as 
David was, and as Wiſe as Solomon? 

Cap-cloak: man. Why ?: what if I do not? what is that to 
this buſineſs ? | 

True-man. Iſuppoſe you would not be angry.if a-man 
ſhould fay and believe that your Cap-cloak:ſhip is neither 
ſo Wiſe as Solomon, nor ſo holy as David, and yet that 
you're neither an Adulterer, a Murtherer, nor an Idolater ; 
nay (I imagin) you would be very. angry if a Man 
ſhould conclude the contrary. | 
Cap-cloak:man. Should I not have reaſon enough to 
be ſo ? : 

| True- 
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. . True-man. (a _ Art.not thou then avery rude Fellow 
to conclude fo of the Lady from ſuch Premifes 2 

Cap-cloak: man. I.conelude ſo? It isa lye. I would have 
you to know, that Iam better bred then fo. All that 
I concluded was onely this,that though ſhe was as Wiſe as 
Solomon and as pious as David yet poſlibly ſhe might fall 
into as great, Sins as are arraigned in that Sermon ; and 
therefore that her Prudence: and Piety canot be S»fficient 
Guards againſt them. 

Trye-man. But how does this follow ? For my life I 
cannot ſee the Conſequence of it. 

Cap-cloak-man.. Can't you ſee the Conſequence ? Then 
it is pitty you, ſhould have any Eyes, or make any more 
pretence to reaſon. For how can that be a ſufficient Guard 
which may fail a Man # | 

True-man. | beg your leave (good Neighbour Caps) to 
aſk you another .queſtion. Does not any man think a 
neT Cudgel a ſufficient defence againſt a ſharling Cur, 
and yet is 1t not poſſible that the Tike may ſurprize a man 
= all his Cudgel, and give him a fnap or two by the 

eels? p 

Cap-cloak-wwan. But does not he himſelf confeſs his flat- 
tery, when he 1s forced to beg pardon of the Lady's mo- 
deſty before-hand ? | | 

True-man, Not at all truely that I can fee. For (as Tap- 
prehend it) Modelty is a vertue that may be offended at 
It's own praiſes though they be never ſo -truly deſerved. 
Now where's the. Purſe-open;ng-ſublimity that you talk of 
in all this? I wiſh you would ſtretch your Throat upon 
the Tenterhooks for it, when yau next exerciſe before 
the ſiſters, no more then the Author hath ſtretched his 
conſcience in this. commendation you have made ſuch a noiſe 
withal ; and then poſſibly the Guineys ſtolen from their 
Huſbands, would not clink ſo = 1n your pockets. 
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Cap -cloakeman, Why,do you know the Author you're fo 
much concern'd for him ?2.%xxﬀx._ | 
True-man. It may be Ido, and it may be not ; thus 
much I know of him that he hath the Reputation of an 
Honeſt plain-Dealing Gentleman : and to have conſiderably 
baulk'd his intereſt rather then he would fail of his duty 
to the Church ; and therefore T have more reafon to be- 
lieve him then ten thouſand” of thoſe that will fay. or do 
any thing for the ſake of Contribution-money. 
Cap-cloak-man. Yes, yes, believe him you may and if 
you will, but ſurely no body will believe you, if you 
do ; who does but conſider that incawprehenſible Comple- 
ment that he paſſeth updn the Sov. (vid. p."'27. Crape- 
—_—_ - as 43:# | 
- i All that he faith of him is this. That he krew 
bim in bis Childhood, and that ſuch was the goodneſs of his 
ratyre, as thongh he had bety made to ſhow the lotelineſs of 
wertne, and that one would almoſt think that he alone was 
exempted from the general. corruption of nature derjved from 
Adam. Now what if there ſhould 'be nothing in all this 
that did-not become him to fay upon this occafion ? 
 Cap-cloak-man,” What >" Then I'will be willing to 
be exalted ' above' my 'Brethter, and to' be ſet upon the 
next Sign-poſt, and to. have my Head put through a 
wooden Loope-whole, with theſe brace of dear Caps up- 
on it, to be. gazed at, for the Sign of the black ſilk:button 
edged with ie. CITES my p cM 
Trxe-max. Have a care of that (man) you do not know 
what may happen. Poſſibly you may have your deſerts 
before you dye. It is a great deal of pitty but you 
Mo eep-iouk Well, well.'IFthis haj os þ 
 Cap-cloak-man. Well, well. It this ha 'not till yon 
have vindicated your Author, I chink Tam ſafe enough. 


True- 
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True-maz. But you may not be long fo, for all as I can 
ſee to the contrary, For it is not reaſonable that | he 
ſhould let the World know' that he did not think thoſe 
to whom he dedicated his Sermon had more need of it, 
then'other men : for otherwiſe it muſt have been thought 
that they were guilty of thoſe fins which he there con- 
demns. And can there be any better ' Argument to a 
young Gentleman to perſiſt in the Ways of vertue, then 
to let him ſee how much he muſt degenerate from what 
he was if ever he ſhould fall into vicious courſes; and 
what a ſhame it would be for him to pervert fo excellent 
a Conſtitution of Body, aud Diſpoſition of mind? And 
did it not-become him, who formerly had the tuition of 
him, to remind him of it ? - - 
 Cap-cloak:man. Oh! But he hath made him almoſt a God 
* mwpon Earth : and had it not been for that almoſt, not much 
” more _ have been attributed to the Humanity of Chriſt. 
= p.28. ibid. 

: , True-man. Did you never hear that a good man is the 

- moſt lively Image of God 2 If you think then a Perſon is 
” agood man, muſt you be affraid to ſay fo, leſt you make 

” hima God upon Earth ? Does not the Apoſtle ſay that 
© Chrifs was (as ta his Humanity) i all things like unto us, 

' ſm only excepted > When Iſce then a Perſon of extraordi- 

' nary goodneſs of temper, and  unblameableneſs of life, 

| what great Crime'would it be if aman ſhould fay of 
* ſuchan one that ove would almoſi think him like. unto Chriſt ? 

and'yet this is a. greater Character then that which you ſo 

much quarrel at. | 

- Cap-cloak: man, Nay 'twas well that almoft came in in time. 

True-man. You might (if you had pleas'd) have obſer- 
ved that he doth not ſay that the young Gentleman was ex- 
empted from the general Depravity of Humane Nature ; but 
| only that judging by the ſweetneſs of his Genie, ns 
| G 2 the 
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the goodneſs- of his inclinations viſible ny his ations from 
his Childhood ove would almoſt think fox and furely he is a 
more capable judge of this 'who canverſed with: kimyand: F 
had ' that care of him, then you that:confeſs you: Ho'ne 
know him.But if the a/woſt had beenquite:leftrout;tentain- © 
ly much more might have been faid” concerning: the Hu- | 
mane Nature of Chriſt. 4 | | 
Cap-cloak-man. Do you- believe this to be an Hyper- | 
oft or vo Fee ion on Tom wel og it £ 
True-man, Why, what if 1 do When are. Hyberboles ' 
allowable if not in Letters of Gratitude Þ + ... f: 
Cap-cloak-man. Never at all 3 nor ever can be. F 
True-man. Have a care, what 'you (ay, leſt you throw | 
durt upon the preaching of the” heads 'of your Party in | 
the late times. For then there was ſcarcely a fiſter that dy- Þ 
ed but that a great part of the Sermon was made up of her | 
Communion with God, her Godding it with God, and Chriſt. © 
ing it with Chriſt ; and ſuch like unintelligible Stuff, that | 
if it be not Hyperbole, Tam fare "ti grand Non-ſence. : 
Capclhak-mar. Tdoubr not bir they which uſed. [thoſe | 
expreſtions had a very good-meaning in them, but I cai- 7 
not: ftand to explain it to you, bea# 14.4108 
"'Trne-man. Een let it alone till you have fack another |: 
Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter as you had formetly, it | 
may ſerve them for a new- work of 'Arrotations.' ©  Þ 
Ciep-cloak-man.; What have you todo with the. 4/embl | 

of Divine: > IT pray wind your own bafinefs, ond find} 
out - excuſe for your CrdpeGown-Anthox.:. For in Trothgen 
can't do it. 36 2S1:;141Þ 1:53:19 
True-man. Why, what have you mbre to ay againſt? 
Cap-cloak- man. What > The beft is ſift behind. Sce p 
28 lm. 24. The jeſt is this, that after the Gernleman beth Se | 
Yaphins'd anti Cherabim dthe Lizdy and/her Son, he wiſheth = q 
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all the Happineſt of this World, and that which is to come + 4; 
sf the latter could be dewied to Perſons ſo Saper-naturalized 
axd fated for Heaven, Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, 
ha,- ha, ha, ha-—— 

Trueman. Laugh on, Laugh on; but you might have 
ſtaid ill Icvuld have found the Jeſt our, that I might have 
_—_—_—— you- For | can't find wherethe Felt lies upon 
my -Word. 

A cloak-man. Oh Dulneſs, Dalnefs! It ispity you ſhou!d 
ever hear a good Jeſt again, or ever laugh more, if you 
can't find in your Heart to laugh at this. 

True-man. Well, bat firſt make out the Jeſt, and then 
let us laugh : Where doth it lie, m his Words, or in your 
Comment upor\ them ? 

Cap-cloak:man. Nay, if you can't ſee where it les, 'tis 
impoſlible to inform you, and I will neverundertake a man 
that is ſo abominably dull. 

' Thee-wan. Then I'll endeavor to inform my felf. All 
that he ſaith in that Epiſtle is to this Effe&, that he ſhall 
ſcarcely find any perſons that have leſs need of fuch a Diſ- 
courſe than they to whom he dedicates it, becauſe they 
are not guilty of thoſe Grand Sins againſt which his Ser- 
mon inveighs: Now is thisto Cherxbim and Seraphins theme? Is 
there no rhore required to make up a Cherwbimor Seraphins 
than not to be guilty of the higheſt WickedneG that Man- 
kind can be guilry of? The Sms he mentions are: theſe, 
Prille, Envy, Sebi FaTion, Voluptwonſneſ;,Covetouſneſs, Luſt- 
fuinefs and Anuger,Gluttonygand DrunkinneſsOncharitableneſs 
and Þr juftice, Irreligion and Atheiſms. Now it tems you know 
your own Party ſo wel}, that he (you think) may well 
paſs for.a Cherrbim or a Seraphize among(t you, that is not 

uilty of ſome, if not of all theſe Sins; and that in the 
bighed manner that cafi be, and profecutes themto the ut= 
moſt, For it is- againft ſuch ſort of Sirmers, that con- 
gl | tinge 
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tinue in theſe Sins, and purſue them (not againſt ſuch as 
through Humane Infirmity or Surprize may happen to fall 
into them) that the Sermon is directed; from which num- 
ber he thinks he may well exclude the Lady and her Son. F 
And what of all this? 5 
Cap-cloak: man, What then? Surely perſons ſo ſupernatu- 
raliz'd are ſure enough of the Happineſs of another World; and 
therefore 1s it not a kind of a Bull for him to wiſhit them? 
True-man, Why, may we not pray for that which we are F 
ſure of? What do you think of thoſe Petitions in the Lord's * 
Prayer, viz. Thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done > Nay, 
(Secondly,) How can any man be ſure that he ſhall not fall 
into the groſleſt Sins, and diein them 3 and ſo be deprived 
of the Happineſs of the World to come? Is any one more 
ſuper-aaturaliz'd than St. Paul? And yet he tells us, I keep 
ander my body, and bring it into ſubjedion, leſt that when I 
have preach'd to others, I my ſelf ſhould become a Caſt-away. 
Now if he thought himſelf in danger of being a Caſt-away, 
well may we think that any one elſe is in danger of it ; 
and therefore ſure it is no great harm to pray for the beſt 
of Men, that they may not fall ſhort of the Prize they aim 
oe, Now all this while, where's the Jeſt you talk'd 
O | 
Cap-cloak man. Why the Jeſt—— the Jeſt——fay 
you? The Jeſt was a good Yelt if you could have let it 
alone; but you have ſpoil'd it, and who can help it? 
True-man. Now I think on't, the. Jeſt may lie in this, 
thatyou ſhould talk of ro when there)is nothing like it; 
or elſe, that you ſhould imagine; that theyare ſaid to be 
ſupernaturalized and Chernbim'd and Seraphim'd, that are 
only ſaid not to purſue the greateſt Villanies that men can 
_ commit, * 37 <P | 
Cap-cloak: man. Well , I ſee this Lay-chair-man of the 
Erape-Gown-committee hath an excellent Excnſe-Forge in 
Lyudgate 


C53 ) 
Ludgate Sireet, and when he is well fee'd, can tell how to 
employ it - For I'll be hang'd if this be not his. + 

Trie-mar. Don't be ſo confident (Neighbour) to ven- 
ture your ſweet Life upon ſuch a Trifle : For if it depen- 
ded upon this, for all you're ſo wiſe, you might cen die 
like a Fool: For it is poſſible, that neither he, nor any 
Crape-Gown-man thinks your ridicaulow Libel v:orth the ta- 
king notice of; but one that is very ready to walt on you 
whenſoever you ſhall pleaſe to give him a further Occaſion 
of Diſcourſe. 

Cap-cloak-man. Let it be who it will, I neither value im 
nor what he thinks or faith of me, or of my Book. 

Trae-man. So I thought; why ſhould Goliah be afraid 
of ſuch a Stripling as little David 2 But what would you 
lay it I ſhould produce you a Grave Saying out of one of 
the Graveſt Fathers of the Diſſenters, which 1n the true No- 
tion of Complementing (For complementare you know, is 
complete mentiri) doth as far exceed whatſoever you have 
alledg'd out of the Crape- Gown: wen, asH:aven is above 
Earth, 

Cap-cloak-man, What would I ſay? Why— I would 
fay any thing even-what you would have me ſay. 

Trne-man. A Match, a Match: In the firſt place then let 
me ask you, do you not believe, that the Reverend Mr. 
Baxter is as able, as powerful, as peaceable, as Soul- ſearching, 
as 91n-con founding, as precious, as Grace-refloring, as Soul-- 
elevating, and Sorul-ſaving a Preacher, as any Double-Cap'd- 
querpo-cloak'd holder-forth of you all } 

* Cap-cloak:mar. If you would have me anſwer you ſeri- 
ouſly, [think there is not an abler man in Exglazd of any Par- 
| ty whatſoever, nor a more grave and ſerious Perſon. 

True man. Now imonyt all the Books that he hath 
written 1n which do you think he is moſt grave, and 
ſerious? 

 Cap- cloakeman, In his Saints Reſt. For there ſurely it 
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moſt becomes him to be moſt grave and ſerious where he 
is treating of the moſt ſerious matters 3 the: Eternal Re- 
wards of the Righteous, - and the unſpeakable- yoy's of 
Heaven. 
| Trnue-man. So one would think. Yet in that very book 
it is that this Grave-ſaying I told you of is to be found. 
(pag. 101. Edit. 3.) viz. ſpeaking of the Company his 
Saints ſhould have in Heaven he tells them, then ſhall ye be 
with Brook, Pim, Hambden, and White &c. Tour names | 
ſhall be chanted with their names, and your Sayings ſhall be re- | 
corded with their Sayings, &c. I think Chriſtians, (ſaith he) | 
this will be a more Honourable Aſſembly then you ever beheld : | 
and a more Happy Society then you were ever of before. For | 
ſurely Brook, and Pim, and Hambden, and White, &c. 
are now members of a more knowing, un-erring, well ordered, | 
Right-ayming, Self-denying, Unanimous, Honourable, Trium- Þ 
phant Senate then this is, from whence they were taken, or ever | 
Parliament will be. : 
Cap-cloak:man. Why might not theſe be in heaven as 
well as any other repenting Sinners ? : 
True-man. What reaſon had he to believe they were ſo? | 
Did they ever (how their Repentance by any a&aspublick * 
as their Crimes 2 Or does Mr. Baxter think that Perjury, | 
Treaſon, Sacriledge, Rebellion, and Murder, are fit 
Qualifications for Heaven? Or that there can be no Hea- | 
ven to an Army-Saint without the Company of the Ring- | 
- Leaders of Rebellion? For wn part I can't ſee any Caule |} 
to imagine that they or any ſuch that dye in actual Rebelli- | 
on ſhould eſcape Hell, unleſs it be that the Devil ſhould be Þ 
afraid to admit them there,leſt they ſhould raiſe commoti- 
ons even in his Kingdom of Darkne's, what Excuſe- Forge | 
have you to bring off your Father Bexter from this ſay- | 
ing ? 8 


Cap-cleak-man, Why he himſelfs aſhamed of it, . or - | 
BE 30 
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the Printer : for it is left out in the Edition lince his Ma- 
jeſty's Reſtauration. 

True-man. Ay, Ay, that may be. Not that he was aſha- 
med of ſuch a Precious piece of Conſolation, but that theſe 
are not fit times for ſuch Doftines. | 

Cap-cloak:man. For my part he is of age let him excufe 
himſelf: For I cannot find out any excuſe tor him. This isa 
Complement with a Witneſs, the Quinteſſence of Courtſhip is 
nothing to it. 

True-man. I am glad to ſee you acknowledge that I have 
pertorm'd whatl undertook ; I hope now you'll be as good 
as your Word, and ſay what I would have you ſay. 

Cap-cloak-man. What is it you would have me fay ? 

True-man. Nothing but tell Truth, and ſhame the De- 
vil ; by Confeſling that you donble-Cap'd- 2nerpo-men are a 
parcel of very knaves, and care not a pin what you ſay or 
write {> it doth but tend to carry on the cauſe. Will you 
confcſs man ? | 

Cap-cloak man, No. No. Don't you believe that. Con- 
Efſion is Popiſh. I abhorr it utterly. 

True-man. But what becomes of your promiſe then ? 

Cap-cloak-man. Promiſe ? What care I for promiſes when 
they make againſt the priviledges of the Saints ? But now 
I think on't, before you urge my promiſe any further, give 
me leave to conſult: Dick Medler, and Harry Monkey-ſace 
about the buſineſs, for they are good at inventing excuſes 
at a dead lift: or if they can't do it, inſtead of} going to 
the excuſe-forge at Sam's Coffe-houſe, I'll go to a much bet- 
ter Office of Excuſes then that is. © 

True-man. Where's that new Office keptT pray Neighbor ? 

Cap-cloak-man. Did you never hear of it ? At the Old 
Baily ; Where ſhould it be? Are not there conſtantly Ig-0- 
ramns Juries ready to excuſe even the Devil himſelf for re- 


belling againſt his Maker ? 
True- 
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True-man. Now you have hit on't. They'll do your Bu- 

neſs without fai). 

Cap-cloak-man. Neither they, nor any Jury in Exgland 
can ever acquit your Crape-Gown-men trom being ridicu- 
lous in their preaching. 

True-man. But wherein (I pray pou are they ridicu- 
lous ? Firſt charge them with « Bil! of Indi@&ment, and then 
we may better judge whether it will be found Bills Yera, 
or Ignoramus. 

Cap-cloak-man. Why--I think I have charged them home 
cnouph, p. 29. to the end of my Book, a Bill of dndi@Fment 
large enough and true enough too. 

True-man. Let me fee, Ill read your Indictment, p. 29. 
+ 30. Ton ſtand here Indifed by the Names of Nicholas Ne- 
mo, &c, For that not having the Fear of God beſore your 
Ejes, &c. Upon ſeveral days and times, particularly at 
a time-- not to be named,you the ſaid Nich. &c. of the Pariſh 
and County aforeſaid Crape-Gown-men, being to preach bc- 
fore the Artillery Company, did chuſe ſuch Texts as were moſt 
ſuitable to the occaſion (and did not as you ought to have done) 
chuſe your Texts out of the Book of the Revelations, or out of 
Daniel's Viſcons, or Ezckiel's Wheels, 8&c. and further, that 
304 the ſaid Crape-Gown-men did uſe ſuch Terms of the Mi- 
litary Art, and ſo applied them as might be moſt uſeful to the 
Hearers, and might be beſt remembred by thems, &c. 

Cap-cloak-mar. This ſurely cannot be the Summ of what 
E charge them withal in thoſe 2 pages. 

If I have either Eyes or Underſtanding, this is all that I 
can find in them, with 

Cap-cloak-man. F can't tell how to believe it : Well; 
but go on: You'll find enough behind. 

True-man. In page 31, and 32. you continue your Charge 
to this Effet : And further, that you the ſaid Crape-Gown- 

men, not. having the Fear of God. before your Eyes, out of pre- 
meditated 
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meditated malice againſt our Sovereign Lord the King's Jufti- 
ces, and all the able Council hews in the Law, and the wiſe 
Juries at a certain Aſſizes, &c. then and there aſſembled, did 
in their Sermons then and there preach'd, put them in mind of 
their Duties, and of the great Sacredneſs of Oaths even amongſt 
Heathens, and terrifie and affright them, even to the putting 
them in fear of their immortal Lives,with the Terrors of the laſt 
Tudgmen thefore an alj-knowing,infallible,&» Almighty Judge,&c. 

Cap-cloak-man, Read on, read on, you'll come to more 
Material Faults in the following Pages. 

True-man. From pag. 33. to p. 39. you proceed in your 
Indictment to this purpoſe, viz. That you the ſaid Crape- 
Gown-men, in ſeveral of your Sermons at other times, Js in 
other places, not having the fear of God before your Eyes,ont of 
premeditated Malice againſt the good, Godly and ſober Party 
of this our Nation, have choſen certain malignant Texts of Scri« 
pture, to prove to the People theſe damnable Dofrines of the 
Excellency and Divine Right of Monarchy; and that in other Diſ- 
courſes you have defamed his Majeſties beſt Subje@ts,the Preibyte= 
| rian«(that were ſo inflrumentalto the bringing himin,for their own 
| Intereſt, and ever ſince his Reflauration, have been moſt Loy- 
| ally endeavoring (becauſe he will not let them be Kings) to 
throw him out again) with a matter of Truth ; and that you the 
ſaid Crape-Gown-men, to the great prejudice of his Majefties 
Grammer-School of St. Paul, &c. have made uſe of certain Ci- 
* tations out of Valerius Maximus and Cicero, becauſe they 
: were pertinent to your purpoſe; and laſtly, that you the ſaid 
> 'Crape-Gown-men #n other of your Sermons, have proved , 
* that it is not lawful to make an AG of Parliament, to exclude 
| the Right Heir from the Crown, becauſe Job tells us Ch. 36. 
Y. 21, that it is not lawful for a man to do evil that good may 
| come of it and that you have moſt bitterly rail'd againſt ſuch 
| & endeavored on the Crown and the Succe(ſion in the right 
| Lineby ſuch an Excluſion of| _ true and lawful Succeſſor, _ 
| 2 yy 
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by the Godly Party have been —_—_—_ lett and hindered in 
doing God's Work, (i. e.) in introducing an Holy and thorough 
Reforming Commonwealth amongſt us: And all this you have 
done and ſaid contrary to the peace of our Sovereign Lord the 
King, his Crown and Dignity, and the Statutes made at the 
laſt Seſſions of Parliament in Eutopia, Anno 1900. of the 
Reign of Amadis de Gaul, c. 201. &c. | 
Cap-cloak-man. How can you acquit your Crape-Gown- men 

from theſe Faults ? Is not the Indictment fully proved E 
againſt them ? ; 

True-man. I think there is no great needof a Verdi in 
the Caſe: If it will do you any Service, becauſe there's no 
Treaſon in them, I'll confeſs them Guilty. 

Cap-cloak: man. Then you muſtacknowledge them ſuffici- 
ently ridiculous. 

True-man. I beg your Pardon forthat,Sweet,Dear Neigh- 
bour: For I cannot ſee any ſuch thing charg'd upon them. 

Cap-cloak: man. You have hudl'd up together what 1 
have ſaid, and repreſented it according to your own Hu- 
mor; but if you would conſider particularly, as there you | 
may find it, I doubt not but you muſt be forced to con- | 
feſs the Ridiculouſneſs of ſuch preaching. 

True-man. I am miſtaken if I have not delivered the | 
Sence of your Words according to the Truth,and the whole 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth; and the reaſon why 1 | 
put your whole Accuſation in one Summ of an Indictment, | 
1s, becauſe I did not ſee any thing that you have ſaid that | 
deſerved a more particular Conſideration ; but if you have | 
any thing more to ſay, I have Patience enough to hear it, | 
let it be never ſo impertinent. | 

Cap-cloak-man. In the firſt place,I pray you let me know 
why you talk of - Malignant Texts of Scripture 2 I amſure If 
made uſe of no ſuch blaſphemous Epithet : I have more Re- | 
vexence for the ſacred Scriptures than to blaſpheme them at 
that Rate, True- 
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True-man.Poſlibly you may have now:but there was a time 
when one of your Godly Committees of Sequeſtration, cn» 
renced an honeſt Clergy-man (for want of other Faults) 
merely for chuling »4/ignant Texts of Scripture, to be (e- 
queſtred,and executed their Scntence upon him according- 
ly; and therefore you mult pardon me, if (becauſe I taw 
you fo hot againſt theſe Texts) I did -. imagine theſe 
might be the very malignant Texts for which he was ſeque- 
ſterd : For I cannot but think that your hatred to Mozarchy 
may ſometimes over-ballance your great Reverence for the 
Holy Scriptures, when they oppoſe your moſt dearly belozed 
Common-weath Do@rines. | 

Cap-cloak:man. You miſtake me; I was not hot againſt 
any Texts of Scripture; but againſt the Preacher for mil- 
applying them. 

| True-man. Let's ſce then how they are miſapplied. 

Cap-cloak man. For Example, to prove the Power of 
Kings, a Wakefield Gent. takes this Text, P/al. 51. v. 4. 
Againſt thee only have I ſinned, vid. p. 33. 

True-man, Had he not reaſon for tt? For he that can 
fin only againſt God, is accountable to none but God for 
his Sin 3 and therefore cannot, nor ought not to be brought 
to the Block by his own People and Subj=&s. | 

Cap-cloak:man. I mult acknowledge the Conſequence to 

be true in ſpight of my Teeth : but how are the Premiſses 
true from that Text, v7z. that David as a Monarch could on- 
ly fin againſt God, or againſt God only ? 
. True-man., For all any thing that you have ſaid to the 
Contrary, this may be the very true and genuine ſenſe of 
the Words. I did dcfire a friend of mine to examine later- 
preters about them, and by the account he hath given 
me I am much confirm'd in that opinion. 

Cap-cloak-man, Let us fee your friend's account-; for l 
cannot but think it will prove a very ſtrange one. 

True” 
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True-man, I will give it you truely in his own Words, 
let it appear never ſo ſtrange to you. He tells me that $7. 
Hierom (who poſſibly could have writ Hebrew in other 
kind of Characters then yon have done) renders the Words 
thus. Jr te, In te ſolum peccavi. And Grotins thus com- 
ments upon it, A te ſolo Panes metnere poſſum. Nam Liberj 
ſunt Reges avincnlis delifforum, ut ait Ambroſius: ſecundum 
dium Rabbinorum, Nulla creatura judicat Regem, fed Deus 
benedifus, That is in plain Engliih if Ican tranflate the 
Words. Againſt thee, againſt thee - have I ſinned. From 
thee alone can Tbe puniſhed for my ſin. For (as Ambroſe ſaith ) 
Kings are free from Puniſhments for their Sins. And __ 
ding to the ſaying of the Rabbins) No creature can judge a 
King ; but only God bleſſed for evermore. Now (Sir) I hope 
it is no great Crime if theſe authorities ſhould perſwade 
the Gentleman to take the Words in this fenſe; and me to 
believe them to be rightly applyed even againſt the infalli- 
ble Word of your dear ſelf; for I fee very little reaſon you 
have offered againſt this applicatiou, and I ſee le reaſon 
to think that Grotins and ſaint Hicrom did not underſtand 
Hebrew as well as your learned Worſhip. | 

Cap-cloak-man. I do not at all queſtion it. For I'give you | 
the tranſlation of the Hebrew in the very ſame Words that 
Saint Hierom hath done 3 but I cannot aflent to Grotixs his 
explication of them, for reaſons Ithere give you p. 33 


] 
| 
and 34. F 
| 


True-man. I pray then what can be the reafon that Da- 
vid does here ſo Emphatically repeat this expreſſion Againſt 
thee, againſt thee only havel finned, but only his acknow- 
ledgement of God's fole power over him to puniſh him, or Þf 
to forgive him ? OO 
Cap-cloak-man. That cannot be the reaſon. For the y 
Words were without mo uttered in reference to the privacy t 
of the faF committed, which lay conceal d from all the World but 
(od. True 
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True-man, Well faced out indeed ! When were theſe 
Words ſpoken of by David, after the Prophet Nathaz 
had been with him and publickly told him of his Murder 
and Adultery, or before? It muſt be ſurely after it, for be- 
fore that, he took no notice of his ſin. * 

Cap cloak-man, What if it was after > What's this to the 
buſineſs ? 


True-man. No more but this; that then David's fin when 


| he makes this Confeſſion did not lye conceal'd from all the 


World but God. 
Cap-cloak-man. But the aery next Words Explanatory of 


the firſt, and to them annex'd, and made part of the ſentence 
| ſeem to demonſtrate the Reaſon that I have given to be the true 
Reaſon of the Words, viz. and done this evil in thy Sight. 


(i.e. ) not in the Sight of any other. 

True-man. Nay ſurely they ſeem to demonſtrate the 
quite contrary. For Ithink Tautologtes are not to be al- 
lowed in Scripture without a great Neceſſity. Why then 
muſt theſe latter Words and have done this evil in thy ſight, 


> be taken 1n the very fame ſenſe with the former Againſe thee 
Againſt thee only have I ſinned; when the ſenſe may be other- 
Z wile very clear and pertinent to his purpoſe ? 


Cap-cloak:man. Becauſe David conld have no Reaſon to ap- 
peal to Heaven about his Power, but ſpeak theſe Words to 


| this End, viz. to juſtifie the Almighty in what P.;»i{:ment he 
| ſhould inflit on him, as the laſt Words of the Text aemonſira- 


tively imply, viz. to the end that thou mayeſt be Tuſtified in thy 


| Word, and pure in thy Judgment. p. 34. ibid. 


True-man, For that very Reafon that you have given 
from the laft Words, I conclude that Dav:d had great cauſe 
n his confefiton to remember the power that Cod had gi- 
ven him in raifing him up to be King of hraei. For this as 
the Prophet Nathan urgeth it 2 Sam. 12. v.7 fc. vas the 
grand aggravation of his (in. Thus faith the Lord God, T a» + 


nointcd. 
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rointed thee King over Tſracl &c. wherefore ther haſt thou de- 
ſpiſed the Commandment of the Lord? Now therefore the ſword 
ſhall never depart from thine Houſe; thus ſaith the Lord, Behold 
1 will raiſe up evil againſt thee ont of thine own Houſe, and an- 
other ſhall ly with thy wives in the ſight of the Sun. For thou 
didjt it ſecretly, but 1 will do this thing before all {rac}, &c. 
Cap-cloak-man. Go on and let us fee how ſuitable to 
this occaiion your ſenſe of the words will prove. 
True-man. With all my Heart. David having ſeen this 
threatning of the Prophet Nathan to be fulfilled upon him 
in the Rebcllion of his own beloved Son Abſalom againſt 
him, when he ſeiz'd his Father's Wives and Concubines and 
lay with them even in the Gates of the City, in the ſight 
of all Iſrael ; in the Agony of his Soul he pens this Peni- 
tential Plalm to beg Pardon for that particular Sin of the 
Murder of Oriah, which he could not but know was the 
Caulc of theſe ſo heavy afflictions upon them. In which he 
confefles to God Almighty, Againſt thee, Againſt thee only 
have I Sinned &c. (i. e.) Thou O God haſt raiſed mee up ſrom 
a Poor Shepherd's Boy to be King of Iſrael, and given me an 
abſolute Authority over thy People, ſothat they ſhould have no | 
power to.call me to an account ſor any of my Ations, or to in- þ 
fluid any Puniſhment upon me. But I have abuſed ingratefully 3 
all theſe thy Merties towards me, and thine own power over 
thine own People with which thou haſt intruſted me hath been a 
means and encouragement to me to take away the Life of Innocent F 
Uriah : thus heinouſly have I Sinned againſt thee, and more | 
particularly againſt thee, then any. other of thy. People could 
have done. . | nh. 
Cap-cloak-man. This 1s hitherto very pertinent I mult 
confels; but how can you carry itquite thorough the Verſe 
ſo as to agree with the following Words ? 
True-man. Have but Patience to go along with me and 
ou'll ſce. | 
Crt 
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' Cap-cloak: man. Well goon then with your Paraphraſlc, 
and I will not interrupt you any more. 

. True-man. This great evil (faith David) I did in thy ſight. 
So privately that no mortall Eye could ſeethat I was concern'd 
in it, but thou O God who art every where preſent, and ſeeſt all 
things didſt manifeſtly behold it ; and that thou mighteſt vindi- 
cate thy power and Providence haſt made my Crime viſible to 
all men in my Puniſhment according ' as thou didſt foretell by 
thy boly. Prophet Nathan. That thou mighteſt be juſtified in thy 
Word and pure in thy Judgments. And hercby thou haſt juſti- 
fied thy Prophets threatnings, and cleared thine own Juſtice from 
all Afperſcons that mine Impunity might have brought upen it, 
by infli#ing ſuch heavy Judgments upon me which I acknowledge 
T have moſt juſtly deſerved. Now let me 'hear what you have 
to ſay againlt this Gloſs. 

Cap cloak: man, Tiuely (Neighbour) I have nothing to 
lay againſt: this paraphraſe but that it may be the true ſenſe 
of the Words for all as I know to: the contrary at preſent: 
but you can't think the Fellows that are hang'd are accountable 
to none but God, becauſe they ſing theſe very Words at the Gal- 
lows. Me it thinks this renders that ſenſ2 of them a little 
ridiculons. 

Irue-man.  Aﬀer they are hang'd and dead, who (I 
pray) are they accountable to but only to God? 

Cap-cloak-man. But they do not (ing this after they are 
hang'd, do they > Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. 
Irae-man. No truely I believe not. But they are dead 
in Law when they ſing it, and have paſs'd; their accounts 
before man, and ſo they can be' accountable to none elſe 
but God. 

Cap-cloak-may. All this doth not fatisfye me yet. I ſhould 
be very loath to uſe- thoſe Words-upon the like occaſion. 

' True-marii 1 dare believe yow in'this without ſwearing, 


You have no great Maw without doubt to follow Brother 


I Hugh 
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Hugh and go to Heaven in a ſtring. But If ever T ſhould 
hear that you was going to the Gallows T would wait on 
you,and doubt not but to give you full fatisfation that you 
might ſing thoſe Wordes, as well as any Man can ſing any 
Plalm of David ; and yet that David might underſtand 
them in no other ſenſe then what I have before proved. 

Cap-clook: man. Why truly now I think on't, Brother Pe- 
ters brought a great Scandal upon the Godly by his going 
out of the World ſo like a dumb Dog as he did. Wherefore 
becauſe I do not know what may happen I ſhould thank 
you if you would now inform me. 

True-man. That you may be a little ſeriqus and leave 
your laughing and ſcoffing againſt all People that love the 
Government (which I doubt nothing but hanging can make 
you do) ſuppoſe then the Act of Indemnity was repealed 
and that you was convicted for your old Treafons and Re- 
bellions (becauſe your new and latter Aftions are not yet. 
diſcovered) and that Sentence had juſtly paſſed upon .you, 
and that you was mounted upon the Ladder juft ready to 
be turnd off. I believe then you would have ſome ſerious 
ſenſe of your ſins, and would not think it impertinent to 
apply David's Confeſſion to your own circumſtances, fo 
fir as they are agreeable to them and no further. 

Cap cloak: man. I am apt too; think ſo to? but would be 
very unwilling to put it to the experiment, 

True-man, In the mean while I pray you tell me why it 
is ridiculous that Dauid ſhould have a different meaning 
ſuitable to his particular fin and puniſhment in this confefhi- 
on, from that which other men may uſe the words in, 
'when they apply them to their own particular caſes? 

Cap cloak-man. But what do you think of the Chertſey 
Sr. that to prove the excellency of Monarchy takes bis Text 
Jud. 17. v. 9. In thoſe Dayes there was no King in I(rael, but 
every man did what was right in his own Eyes, Hath not he 
rendred himſelf ſufficiently ridiculous 2? True- 
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True-marn. | never faw the Sermon, but as for the Text, 
I think he makes himſelf moſt ridiculous, who excepts a- 
gainſt the ſuitableneſs of it to that Subjed. 

Cap-cloak:man, How could this be © vid: page 35, A go- 
vernment without a King, and yet an excellent Monarchy ! Ha, 
ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, | | 

Truc-w1av, You have an excellent knack at that Liberal 
Science of ſcoffing and laughing, you have ſtudied them | be- 
lieve much more then Logick. For generally I find them the 
beſt Arguments you have quite through your Pamphlce. 
It is but dreſſing up any Perſon in a fools coat, and though 
he be never ſo Wife, the rabble will laugh at him, and 
then you have done your buſinels, 

Cap-cloak-man. You'll give me leave (l hope) to laugh at 
fach as make themſelves Ro will you not ? I cannot for 
my Heart but laugh at ſo fooliſh an Argument as this is for 
Monarchy. Ha, ha, ha, ha, 'ha, hay ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. 

True-man, The Argument from the Text is his 3 but the 
Folly of it is your own, and ſo: you may laugh.on at your 
ſelf, if you pleaſe. 

Cap-cloak-man. For my Life I can't ſee any Argument 
that can be deduced from thoſe Words to prove the Excel- 
lency of Monarchy. 

True-man. Our AfteRions too much blind our Underſtan- 
ding ; I'll warrant you, you could ſee half fo much, That 
made for a Common-wealth Government, it it came in 
your Way. 

Cap-cloak:man. Why, this very Text makes as much for 
a Republican, as a Regal Government. For all that can be de- 
duced from it is only this, that when there are no- Gover- 
nours to execute Laws every man will lo what is right in his 
own Eyes ;, and therefore that Anarchy is worſe then the 
- worſt of Governments, and this makes no mote for or a» 


gainſt Monarchy, then a Republick. 


I 2 True- 
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True-man. Yesſurely, ſomething more : for the Miſery 


that is bewail'd came upon Iſrael by reaſon of the death of 


him that judged or ruled them, who was Sampſon, a (in- 
gle Perſon ; there being at that time a perfe&t Inter-regmnm. 
Now if this Text doth prove (as you ſay) that no Govern- 
ment at all, is worſe then the worſt of Governments that 
can be ; then by Conſequence it proves that Monarchy is 
the beſt Goveriimatt becauſe it is the fartheſt removed 
from Ararthy. | | . - 

Cap-cloak: man.” What can you fay for your Crape-Gowne 
mens Learned Quotations out of School-boys Authors, are 
not theſe ridiculous ? 

Trxe-man. Only this, that T think him a ridiculous Fool, 
that doth not know that the wiſeſt man in the world may 
benefit himſelf by ſuch Authors as are read in Grammer- 
ſchools. Are not all the Claſſical Authors learned there ? 
What muſt we never look on them again becauſe we ſaw 
them when we were SchooFEboys ? 

Cap-tloak:man., Yes,Yes, by'all means; but yet there isno 
neceſfity, that a man” ſhould cite YValerius- Maxim 1s as an 

Hiſtorian, who was but a ColleQor of Hiſtory; and 
for ſuch a Story whichother Authors contradi@; or Olive- 
rins notes upon him inftead of Plytarch or Arrianns : As 
we may ſeein a Sermon called the Miſeries of Sin,  &c. 

" True-man. You have made a very grave Diſcovery con- 
cerning Valerius Maximus: Til warrant you that Author 
of the Sermon hath by this Learning of yours, got a Wrin- 
ckle ſomewhere more than everhe had ; but why may nota 
Man call him that writes ColleQtions of Hiſtory'by the name 
of an Hiſtorian ? | 

Cap-cloak:man. No, no, 'tis ridiculous; moſt ſhamefully 
ridiculous, 

True-man. Speak ſofily Neighbour 3 for elſe (it he ſhould 
hear you) you will infinitely difoblige an Old Freind of 

| yours, 
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ours, and as Truſty a Trojan for the Cauſe as ever wicl- 
ded that dangerous Weapon called a Pen. 

Cap-cloak-man. That I would be very loath to do, but 
who is it you mean ? | 

True-man. Why no leſs a Man then Mr. Ryſhworth who 
hath writ ſo many and ſo large volumns of Co!l: tions in 
the behalf of the Good Old Cauſe. Do you not thi:k now 
the Old Gentleman would be much concern'd, if for all 
his Pains he might not have the Honour to be ſtyled an 
Fliftorian £ 

Cap-cloak:man. Well then for Worthy Mr. Ruſhworth's Sake 
and his moſt Authentick ColleFions, Valer. Max. though he 
was but a Collefor of Hiſtory, ſhall paſs for an Hifloriaz ; 
but why ſhould he be believed againſt the Authority of 
better Authors, ſuch as Plutarch and Pliny ? 

True-man. Plutarch's Lives and Pliny's Hiſtory are but 
ColleCtions out of other Hiſtorians no more then Yalerins 
Max. his Book is3 and why (I pray you) may not he be 
believed as well as they 2 Or why might not there be more 
Scylla's then one that dyed aftrange and unnatural death ? 
However, ſurcly we may believe, that Valerius had ſome 
Ground for what he ſaid, and that is enough to Authorize 
a Preacher to take {> uſeful a Story as this upon his 
Credit. 

Cap-cloak, man. Well ; but why muſt he be quoted when 
Plutarch and Arrianns (ay the ſame ? 

True-man. Poſlibly the Note Variorum upon Valerius 
would have furnithed him with the Names of Plutarch 8c. 
but he is more ingenious, then to mention ſuch Authors as he 
hath noc read though he hath never fo fair an Opportuni- 
ty offered him. I know your Author of that Sermon fo 
well, that I dare ſwear he ſcorns to appear more learned 
then he is ; now Ihope it 1s no great Crime it he that hath 
ſo much Bulinels to do, ſo conſtantly lying upou him, 
ſhould 
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{hould not have Leaſure to read all the Hiſtorians that e- 
ver were. And now give me leave to tell you at Parting, 
that I think you have done our Church-mwenr-Sermons the 
greateſt Honour that could bein this your Dialogue. 

Cap-cloak-man. How fo I pray you ? It was utterly be 
yond my inteniions if I have. 

True-man. I do believe you; but you may have heard of 
one that dcſign'd to have cut Jaſon's throat 3 but there 
by cured him of his inveterate diſeaſe. 

Cap-cloak: man. Tpray you don't raiſe ſuch a Report of 
me - you don't know what Injury you may dome by it, 
Do you think the Siſters will contribute to me for my 
Books-ſake, if they hear Ihave done the Church of Eng- 
land-men Service by it ? 

True-man. cannot help that ; but fo it is : For certain- 
ly nothing in the World can more recommend their Ser- 
' mons, then that all the Wit and Malice of their Enemies 
could not find nor make any more nor greater Faults in 
them then you have done : Nay it may do them.more 
Service then this. 

Cap-cloak:man. What is that 2 What more till ? 

True-man. Yes truly, and far greater then the former, 
iz. It may move ſome Perſons that otherwiſe would not 
do it, to look into the Sermons of your Party, and to 
take Notice what horrid Crimes and Villainies are coun- 
tenanced in them 3 And nothing can render you ſo o- 
dious as this to all Men, that have but a ſpark of Con 
mon Honelty. 

Cap-cloak-mgn. This will be very Fine Work for our 
Common Enemies to make ſport withal : will it not ? 
All our Quarrells are but de Lani Caprina, about meer 
Trifles ; And ſhall we ruine all Religion for ſuch in- 
conliderable things as Ceremonies ? 
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True-man. Why then will you doit 2 you have be- 
gun to ridicule the Sermons of our Party 5 And if yuu 
proceed how can you expeCt but the ſame Meaſure you 
mete, ſhall be —_— to you again £ And as for our 
Differences the leſs they are, the greater is your Fault 
in not complying with our Church : for our Church- 
men are bound up by Laws, fo that they cannot if they 
would come over to you 3 but you are perfealy at Li- 
berty, and nothing hinders but your own perverſneſs.z But 
that you might joyn with them againſt the Common E- 
nemies of our Religion. | 

Cap-cloak man. You know I have told you (p. 39.) That 
it is Intereſt that governs the World 5 Arid that there's 
the grand Can'e of all our Mjsfortunes. 

True-man. You have faid a great deal of Truth in a 
few Words : for I verily believe, that our Diviſions 
will never have an end ſo long as you can reap ſo much 
Gain by your ſeperate Aſſemblies : were but theſe prohi- 
bited according to Law, and we ſhonld ſoon ſee an End 
of all our Misfortunes and Faftious Cabals. 

Cap-cloak:man. But have not I given you a better Di- 
retion out of a Sermon of that Worthy Gentleman Mr. 
Mazrice Preached January the 3oth. 1681 2 Would not 
this do it without perſecuting and ruining one another ? 

Irne-man. I believe your ew will Conn you no great 
thanks for ſpeaking ſo much Truth of that Worthy Per- 
ſon, who hath ſo ingeniouſly, modeſtly, and fully baf- 
fled your Father Baxter's railing Legend againſt Epiſco- 
pacy : and as for his Direion, viz. That if we would 
weaken that FaGion , let us take away the open Scandal 
and Viciouſneſs of our Lives Let us dete& their Hypo- 
criſie, not by waſhing off the Paint with Satyr 5 but with 
Solid and ſincere Piety, &c. I fully aflent to it as high- 
ly neceſſary ; But yet do not think, that this will be 

enough 
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enough ſo long as we ſuffer a Party to ſay what they! 
pleaſe 'of us without any Anſwer : For the more really! 
pious we are, according to the InjunCtions of our Church, 
the more ſuch as are our enemics hate us, ' ahd indeavor 
the more to raiſe Lies and Scandalls of us. He that ob- 
ſerves their Aftions cannot but bear Witneſs to' this : that! 
if. the Deril himſclf will but appear for their Party, he 
(hall be cryed up for an Angel of Lieht amongſt 'themy 
and on the contrary, if a Angel from Heaven (hould' aps 
pear againſt them, they would cry him down for @ wicke! 
Impeſtor ? and therefore a little Satyr may be ſometimes 
very neceſlary to waſh off the Glorious Outſide of ſuchy 
Inward Hypocrites. "op qd 
And, thus (good: Neighbour) I take my leave of youj 
only deſiring you to take St. Paul's Advice, viz. Study tg 
be quiet, and to do your own Buſineſs, But if you will bg 


:dling with ' other Men, you may expe to hear flrthes 
from me. In the mean' while I bid you farewel till. out 


next Meeting. 
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